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The Day Is Thine 


By Elsie C. Vroman 
Psalm 74:16 


HE day is Thine, the night also, 
Each governed by Thy Word, 
While blazing sun and starlight glow 

Declare thy glory, Lord. 


Fresh mercies each new morning brings, 
Our toil for Thee is blessed, 

The moments fly on unseen wings 
And evening bids us rest. 


We hold in trust this present day 
To use for Thee alone. 

What joy if ,we shall hear Thee say 
When darkness comes, “Well done.” 


s 


Satanic Questions 


When Satan asks questions he al- 
ways has a wrong motive. He thinks 
evil and intends evil, just contrary to 
love, which “thinketh no evil” (1 Cor. 
He began his first temptation of 
mankind . by asking Eve, “Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden?” (Gen. 3:1.) He insin- 
uated into her mind a doubt! about the 
completeness and righteousness of God’s 
first commandment. He came as a ser- 
pent, and there is more than one sim- 
ilarity between Satan and snakes. As 
they inject virulent poison which races 
through the circulatory system and 
causes sickness, pain, weakness, dizzi- 
hess, and in some cases paralyzes the 


nerves, so his questions, unless rejected, 
run through the mind and cause doubt, 
dissatisfaction, discouragement, rebel- 
lion, and finally open sin. “When lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin” 
(Jas. 1:15). In that mysterious scene 
when Satan appeared before God with 
the sons of God, he maligned Job by 
asking, “Doth Job fear-God for nought?” 
(Job 1:9.) One answer was that he did 
not, for God rewards all those who love 
and serve Him. But Satan implied that 
he did it out of selfish motives, which 
was not true; and he went on with a 
false prophecy about what Job would 
do if he were stricken. When Satan 
tempted the Lord Jesus in the desert, 
twice he implied a question about the 
deity of Christ by saying, “If thou be 
the Son of God .. .” (Some have given 
Satan credit here for a rhetorical ques- 
tion, where the “if” means “since”; but 
Matthew Henry, at least, believed he 
thus tried’ to insinuate doubt.) Satan 
was the evil genius back of the passers- 
by at the time of the Crucifixion who 
reviled Christ, “wagging their heads,” 
and said, “If thou be the Son of God, 
come down from the cross” (Matt. 27: 
40). So the context and implications 
of the diabolical questions of our schem- 
ing, malicious Adversary, as we find 
them in the Bible, ought to put us on 
our guard against them, especially in 


two directions. He is still trying to in- 
sinuate doubt into the minds of the 
saved, reminding them of their repeated 
sins and failures and thus making them 
question their salvation; he raises ques- 
tions about the righteousness of God 
ahd the fairness of His commandments; 
and he asks us whether we should not 
really be happier if we broke away 
from the straight and narrow path. We 
ought to answer these with the Word 
of God, as Christ did. Then he often 
uses men to malign the character of 
God’s servants by raising questions 
about them, and we ought always at 
least to be suspicious of such questions 
and give them no place without strong 
evidence to support them. \ Our duty 
is not to think evil or rejoice in iniq- 
uity, but to be hopeful and charitable, 
leaving the judgment of others in God’s 
hands; and, if a man is overtaken in a 
fault, to “restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness,” considering our- 
selves, lest we also be tempted (Gal. 6: 
1). Here are three questions that will 
help to answer some of Satan's: “Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 
(Gen. 18:25.) “And shall not God 
avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them?” (Luke 18:7.) “Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound?” (Rom. 6:1.) 


, Xl. The Nobility of Apologizing 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


HERE are few surer tests of no- 
bility of personal character, few 
sufer proofs of refinement of per- 


sonal nature and of thoroughness of, 


personal culture, than an unvarying 
readiness to apologize freely and heart- 
ily on any and every occasion where 
one has failed—through a“ °' of self- 
control, or of thoughtfulness, or of skill, 
or of gracefulness—in coming up to his 
own highest ideal of attainment in his 
conduct or bearing toward another. To 
an ignoble mind, the thought of. apolo- 
gizing suggests the idea of being in 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Cease ye from man .. . behold, 
the Lord” (Isa. 2:22; 3:1). 





some sense humiliated, if not indeed 
degraded—through the confegsion of 
having failed to do as well as one 


should have done. To a noble mind, the 


thought of apologizing suggests the idea 
of an uplift of personality—through 
claiming a superior standard of ordi- 
nary performance to that which was in- 
dicated in the occurrence apologized 
for. 

The English word “apology” is, by its 
etymology, the “doing away,” or the 
“putting away, by a word”—by a 
spoken or a written word. In the Ger- 
man language, there is a corresponding 
phrase that means the taking one’s self 
away from the act—the “getting out of 
it”’—by a statement. The essence of an 
apology, as the word is understood in 
its ordinary English sense, is an expres- 
sion of regret for some performance, or 
for some o6mission, unworthy of the best 
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and truest self of the actor. The word 
is not commonly employed for a formal 
request for forgiveness, where an in- 
tentional offense has been committed; 
but rather for an explicit assurance 
that the real or the seeming slight or 
failure was an unfortunate slip on the 
part of the apologizer; and for an ex- 
pression of one’s desire to be excused 
for not coming up to his own ideal per- 
formance. . In this sense, the apologizer 
asks the privilege of putting away the 
offense by a word, or of taking himself 
away from the offense, and of being 
himself recognized as one to whom such 
an offense does not properly belong. 
Thus it is that the higher the man’s per- 
sonal standard, the keener is his sense of 
occasions of ‘apology, and the prompter 
and the heartier are his apologetic ex- 
pressions. 

A man, stepping into or out ofa 
streetcar, accidentally treads on the foot 
of another. If he is a man of coarse 
grain, and of coarse manners, he is 
likely to say to himself, if he does not 
actually speak his thoughts aloud: 
“That man’s foot oughtn’t to have been 
in my way. I was in my place; but he 
wasn’t in his.” If, on the contrary, he 
is a man of refinement of feeling, he 
will reproach himself for failing to 


guard against such a misstep; and he. 


will stop and say in all heartiness, and 
in a tone of voice that proves his sin- 
cerity of regret: “I beg your pardon, 
sir.” Just in proportion to his superi- 
ority of character and of cultivation 
will a man be explicit and profuse in 
his formal apologies in a case like this. 
Similarly will one man be more prompt 
and more hearty than another in his 
words of apology, as disclosing his meas- 
ure of nobleness and of refinement, 
when he has jostled against another in 
a crowded passageway, or has dropped 
something he was handing to another 
as an act of courtesy, or has failed to 
recognize another’s need of special at- 
tention or of helpful service in an emer- 
gency. 

So, also, will it be when a true man 
discovers that he has neglected to ac- 
knowledge promptly some service ren- 
dered to himself, or that he’ has been 
infelicitous in his words of acknowledg- 
ment, through absence of mind, or 
through embarrassment of manner. 
And this is not because the man re- 
proaches himself for any lack of good 
purpose, or for any unkind thought or 
intent; nor yet because he fears that he 
may be suspected of purposing a slight 
or a failure; but because he sees that he 
could have done better; and for his own 
sake—even if there were no other cause 
of regret—he wishes to express his sor- 
row that he came in any way short of 
his best possible attainment. 

The word “apology” has undoubtedly 
suffered, as has the word “honor,” with 
which it is so often associated, through 
its misuse in connection with the crav- 
ing of pardon, at the point of a pistol 
or at the threat of a bludgeon, for a di- 
rect or an implied insult. But an “apol- 
ogy” in its best sense is not an enforced 
call for pardon, but rather is a volun- 
teered expression of regret for one’s 
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recognized, unintentional shortcomings. 
Just here is the difference between the 
ignoble man’s idea of an apology of 
servility, and the noble-minded man’s 
idea of the apology of civility. An 
apology of servility is a slavish apology, 
in recognition of one’s inferiority to the 
person to whom he apologizes. An apol- 


ogy of civility is an independent citi- . 


zen’s recognition of the inferiority of 
his accidental performance to his own 
high conception of what is correct and 
desirable in the premises. 

A beautiful illustration of noble- 
mindedness in an apology was given 
in an incident in our American Civil 
War. In an hour of intensest excite- 
ment in one of the great historic battles 
of that war, the commanding general— 
one of the greatest of our generals— 
took exception to the disposition of the 
forces of a general officer under his 
command. Deeming the issue of the 
contest to be inyolved in that disposi- 








Exposing Rome’s Errors 


HAT is wrong with prayers for the 
dead? Where did the idea of pur- 
gatory come from? What is the answer 
to it? Transubstantiation is a big word 
—what does it mean and is there any 
truth in the teaching based on it? If 
not, how can it be shown to be false? 
All of these questions will be answered 
in a series of five articles beginning next 
week in the Times, by Dr. J. B. Rowell, 
pastor of the Centrale Baptist Church, 
Victoria, B.C. Most readers will recog- 
nize that these questions involve false 
teachings of the Roman Catholics. Dr. 
Rowell has spent years studying their 
dogmas in their own writings and dis- 
covering Scriptural answers to their ar- 
guments. One of the strong features of 
his articles is that he quotes from source 
documents by well-known writers of 
that church, so that he cannot be charged 
with misrepresenting -their doctrines. 
Then he proceeds to show how they may 
be exposed by comparing them with ‘the 
Bible itself, often quoting from the 
Douay version. 

Dr. Rowell writes in a clear, logiéal 
style and places valuable material in the 
hands of pastors, Sunday school teachers, 
and personal workers, which they might 
not otherwise be able to find. Here is 
an opportunity to introduce THE SuNDAY 
Scuoo.t Times to your friends. A special 
subscription for $1 ($1.10 in U.S.A. dol- 
lars in Canada)¢ for thirteen weeks, 
beginning at once, will cover this entire 
series and bring many other valuable 
features, i #*uding the eleven helps each 
week on the International Uniform Sun- 
day School Lesson. For each five new 
13-week subscriptions to the Tmmegs, you 
may have, without additional money 
cost, one copy of Wilbur M. Smith’s 
book, “Egypt in Biblical Prophecy.” 
Here is a good opportunity for Tres 
subscribers to send short-term, gift sub- 
scriptions to their friends and get a copy 
of this book. 

Subscriptions should be sent at once, 
asking for the Rowell Series, to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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tion of forces, the commander gave loud 
and emphatic expression to his disap- 
proval. 

The result of the battle proved that, 
in that instance, the subordinate was 
correct in his judgment, and that the 
commander was in error. 
mander had, however, done only that 
which was the prompting of his best 

(Continued on page 641) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Grace of Receiving 


I have just finished and enjoyed 
reading Elizabeth Strachan’s recent 
article in THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times 
on “Giving in the Spirit” (July 5). 
It is excellent and most helpful. The 


grace of giving is a much needed, 


grace. 

Will you give us a few thoughts on 
the grace of receiving? One does not 
often hear about that grace, but it is 
one that constant givers find difficult. 

—A New Jersey reader. 

In her article Mrs.. Strachan, wife of 
the general director of the Latin Amer- 
ica Mission, told of the messages of Dr. 
J. Allen Blair on the subject of giving, 
at the annual meetings of the Mission 
on one occasion. Though at first it 
seemed strange that he should speak to 
missionaries on that subject, since they 
live on modest salaries which they tithe, 
yet, Mrs. Strachan said, “some of us feel 
as though we have begun to learn a 
very small part of what it means to 
give in the Spirit.” 

The New Jersey reader has a point, 
for there are some people who are re- 
luctant to receive gifts because they 
do not like to be considered subjects for 
“charity.” There is a good example of 
this in a fine little book called “Have 
We No Right—” by Mabel Williamson 
of the China Inland Mission Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship (Moody Press). 
When she first went to China, Miss 
Williamson says she thought she had 
no feeling of race superiority. “Then 
one year a fairly wealthy Christian 
woman, who had just recently moved to 
our city, sent her servant over with a 
gift of a different kind. It was not food 
this time, but money. In purchasing 
value the amount would have been 
equivalent to an American dollar or 
two. It was the first money gift that 
had ever been presented to me by a 
Chinese. 

“I had always been pleased with the 
gifts of food, but somehow, when I saw 
what this gift was, I reacted strongly 
against it. There was something in me 
that rebelled. ‘I don’t need your 
money!’* was my instinctive reaction. 
Fortunately I had enough politeness 
left to realize that I could not refuse it 
without offending the giver, and so I 
did take it, mumbling my thanks, which 
I did not feel, and watched the servant 
depart.” After thinking it over, Miss 
Williamson came to a conclusion which 
she frankly and humbly confesses: 

(Continued on page 641) 
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Church in the Wilderness 


Where Chinese Christians in Japan have found 


comfort and strength 


HE year was 1953. After three 
Tvears in Japan, my husband and 

I were becoming accustomed to 
our life as exiles in the vast city of 
Tokyo—exiles, not from our homeland 
of America, but from the mainland of 
China. We were not alone in our exile. 
There were eight or nine thousand Chi- 
nese in Tokyo who like ourselves had 
fled from the menace of Communism, 
and among these people we lived and 
worked. 

We had much in common with our 
Chinese friends, and it was easy to 
share with them in their heartaches and 
sorrows. Much of the time they lived 
in the past, and in memory walked the 
streets and dusty lanes of Nanking 
or Shanghai, Tsingtao or Chungking. 
They were lonely and homesick, and we 
understood, for we too often walked 
nostalgically down memory lane: along 
some narrow hutung in the staid old 
center of historical culture and charm 
that has been aptly called the most be- 
loved city in the Far East—Peiping, 
which had become (alas!) Peking, one 
of the Communist capitals of the world. 

But our exile, as Americans, was not 
fraught with the same sort of personal 
tragedy that was the lot of many of our 
Chinese friends. We were not separated 
from our children, and othefs of our 
loved ones were in constant touch with 
us, living in peace and safety in free 
America. 


A Trap Set for Her Husband 


It was not so with these exiled Chi- 
nese. There was Mr. Wang, the mer- 
chant, who had heard, no news of his 
wife and six young children since he 
had fled to Hong Kong with thes inten- 
tion of sending for them after finding a 
home and a job outside the Iron Cur- 
tain. That was in 1952. He was one of 
three brothers who together owned a 
prosperous business in Shanghai. Al- 
Tready that great city was in Communist 
hands, and sensing trouble ahead Mr. 
Wang had slipped away to freedom. A 
few days later a police officer knocked 
at the door of his home in Shanghai, 
asked courteously to be admitted, and 
in persuasive tones requested Mrs. Wang 
to write to her husband, urging him to 
return to his home. The Communist 
Government admired and respected suc- 


_ cessful businessmen, said he with ap- 


parent enthusiasm; such men were 
heeded and should stand by the new 
regime. 

Completely won over by the officer’s 
honeyed tones, Mrs. Wang granted his 
request. Her letter reached her hus- 
band in Hong Kong. Lonely and home- 
Sick, he too was persuaded, and again 
he began the long trek across the vast 
Mainland of China—this time, head- 
ing home. But somehow every mile 


brought new misgivings to his heart. 


The writer of this article is the wife 
of Donald M. Hunter. Together 
they are serving as missionaries in 
Japan and are associated with the 
Pilgrim Fellowship, Inc., which has 
headquarters at 1201 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia 7. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English is the founder and leader of 
this group and editor of the little 
monthly paper, The Pilgrim, which 
contains some of his Bible studies 
and devotional articles and gives 
news of the several missionaries 
working in different countries who 
are sponsored by Pilgrim Missions. 
Mrs. Hunter gives a touching picture 
of the warm fellowship among be- 
lievers who are really exiles in 

Japan. . 








Perhaps his wife had been deceived. - 


Perhaps the officer’s visit was part of a 
plot to lure him into a trap set by 
the Communist Government. Such 
thoughts preyed on his mind until at 
last—only a short distance from his na- 
tive city of Shanghai—in desperation 
he turned his steps once again toward 
the free port of Hong Kong. Shortly 
thereafter, news of home slipped 
through the Iron Curtain and reached 
him in the Crown Colony: his two pros- 
perous elder brothers had been slaugh- 
tered by the Reds, and it seemed evi- 
dent that a like fate had been planned 
for him. Neither from Hong Kong nor 
later from Japan would he dare attempt 
to cohtact his wife; and though before 
long his income was ample to take care 
of her and their children, he has found 
no way to contribute toward their sup- 
port. 


Why They Kept Open House 

Such tragedies, we found, were not 
uncommon among the Chinese whom 
we encountered during our years in 
Tokyo. There was the gracious and 
lovely woman who with her husband— 
a valued member of the Tokyo staff of 
one of Formosa’s government agencies 
—seemed to take special delight in 
keeping open house to the unmarried 
young men in the Chinese, community 
who had entered Japan as students and 
were living in college dormitories. 
While manifesting in marked degree to 
young and old, rich and poor, that grace 
of hospitality which is one of the many 
endearing traits of the Chinese people, 
this couple seemed to have a particu- 
larly warm spot in their hearts for the 
youth who were students in a land 
where they had no home or parents of 
their own. When we heard their story, 
we understood this partiality. 

Living in Shanghai at the time when 
the government of that city changed 
hands, the Ding family had been at first 
reluctant to pull up stakes and move on 
to an unknown land. When several 
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years later they faced the situation 
squarely they were forced to accept 
the fact that, hard as it would be to 
leave their beloved homeland, it would 
be harder yet to live on indefinitely 
under Communist rule. By that time it 
was impossible to leave Red China 
without exit permits issued by the 
government, and to their dismay they 
were granted only three of the five per- 
mits which they requested for them- 
selves and their children. Their two 
teen-aged sons were refused permission 
to leave the country; Red China did not 
intend to lose any of its potential man- 
power. 

So the Ding family was faced with 
two alternatives: either to remain as a 
family behind the Iron Curtain, or to 
be separated for an indefinite period— 
perhaps never on this earth to be re- 
united. It was, too weighty a problem 
to settle apart from divine guidance. 
They were a Christian family, and with 
great earnestness they sought light from 
the Lord. After a few days of indeci- 
sion on the part of the parents, the two 
boys—both of them high school students 
—came to a conclusion: their father and 
mother must leave Red China, taking 
their little sister to a free country. 
They themselves would remain in China 
as the government required. They 
were insistent, and though it was not an 
easy situation to face, their parents at 
last agreed to the wisdom of it. 

So the long years of separation began, 
and will continue—how long? There 
are no letters back and forth, no com- 
munication whatever. Only by persist- 
ent, believing prayer can they reach 
out across the Iron Curtain to those 
whom they love. 

It was among people with such a 
background that we lived and worked 
as we began a few years ago to meet on 
Sunday mornings—the new Chinese 
Christian Church of Tokyo. There was 
no imposing edifice to attract those who 
gathered ‘together—no musical chimes, 
no towering spire, not even a cross to 
mark the meeting place. There was 
only a rented auditorium in the heart 
of downtown Tokyo. But for a home- 
sick and, in many cases, a heartsick 
people there was an open Bible—a Chi- 
nese Bible, upheld and declared as 
God’s final revelation to man, and ex- 
pounded week by week in Mandarin, 
the official language of their nation. 


A Gracious Ambassador and His Wife 


Shortly after the Sunday services had 
begun, Formosa sent its first postwar 
ambassador to Japan—Dr. Hollington 
K. Tong, who in the summer of 1956— 
after three years in Tokyo—was to suc- 
ceed Dr. Wellington Koo as Ambassador 
to the United, States. Dr. Tong and his 
gracious wife lost no time in identify- 
ing themselves with the Chinese Chris- 
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tians. Week after week they were in 
their place in one of the front rows in 
the auditorium. Before long the beau- 
tiful Embassy residence was being 
thrown open to the church for special 
occasions—a holiday party for the chil- 
dren of the Chinese community at 
Christmas time; a long-to-be-remem- 
bered fellowship gathering at which Dr. 
Tong and the Chinese Church played 
host to scores of foreign missionaries 
who, now serving among the Japanese 
people, had formerly lived and worked 
on the mainland of China. 

Several times each year Madame 
Tong was hostess to the women of the 
church, on which occasions their weekly 
meeting was held at the Embassy resi- 
dence. As_part of her preparations for 
these gatherings, Madame Tong by tele- 
phone and in other ways extended 
pressing invitations to many a ;Chinese 
woman who, never before having at- 
tended Christian meetings of any sort, 
was to hear for the first time the mes- 
sage of the Gospel of Christ in the home 
of her country’s Ambassador. 

Dr. Tong’s personal aide and secre- 
tary, Mr. James Y. S. Lee, had been 
from the beginning a pillar in the work 
of the church, and from him we gleaned 
many encouraging bits of information 
as. to developments at the Embassy, 

There was the occasion when Dr. 
Tong in his office was approached by a 
man who had called to suggest a plan 
whereby the Embassy staff, taking ad-’ 
vantage of diplomatic privileges, which 
included the right to shop at the Ameri- 
can commissary and PX, could make 
some easy money at Uncle Sam’s- ex- 
pense. The Ambassador wasted very 
little time in declining the proposition. 
He was, he informed the unwelcome 
intruder, more .than the representative 
of Free China. As a Christian he was 
also an ambassador for the King of 
kings,_ and he had no intention of dis- 
honoring either his country or his Lord. 

The Sunday morning congregation of 
the Chinese Christian Church in Tokyo 
has included through these past few 
years many who are well known among 
their own countrymen. There was Gen- 
eral. Ho Ying-chin, who, in 1945, on be- 
half of China, had signed the document 
that was the official surrender of Japan. 
There was General Chang Chun, who 
has shared with Ambassador Tong (the 
president’s biographer) the distinction 
of being through the years one of the 
closest confidants of President Chiang 
Kai-shek. The wives of both of these 
generals, like Madame Chiang and Mad- 
ame Tong, are earnest and active 
Christians. There were several other 
generals, diplomatic representatives, offi- 
cials from the various government agen- 
cies. And there were many, quite 
unknown to the world, who were a de- 
light to us and indispensable to the work. 

In 1953 a family widely known in offi- 
cial and social circles in China slipped 
through the Iron Curtain and took 
refuge in Tokyo. The process of fleeing 
from the mainland was a hazardous 
one for this couple with their young 
daughter and son. This experience, the 
climax of three long harrowing years of 
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insecurity under a government that was 
hostile to them and their kind, seriously 
affected the health of the husband and 
father, and by the, time they arrived 
in Japan he was on the verge of a men- 
tal breakdown. The fact that this new 
land was so altogether unlike his home- 
land proved to be the last straw. 
Somehow every glimpse of his sur- 
roundings served only to remind him 
that he was a stranger in a strange land, 
and each fresh reminder was a threat 
to his emotional stability. 

His wifé was a teacher by profession 
who had earned her doctorate in phi- 
losophy at a university in England. She 


.determined insofar as was possible to 


create within the four walls of their 
home a reproduction on a miniature 
scale of the China that th@éy had known 
and loved before the land had been en- 
slaved by Communism. It was a diffi- 
cult and an expensive task, but she 
persisted until her stately home—with 
its lovely Peking rugs, the handsome 
tapestries on the walls, the folding 
screen with its exquisite design wrought 
of inlaid ivory, and the hand-painted 
scenes on the dining room ceiling—was 
in its every detail appealingly remin- 
iscent of old China. 

After some months her efforts were 
rewarded; her husband regained his 
normal state of mind and health. She 
was pleased and gratified, yet there was 
a void in her own heart that cried out 
for something more satisfying than tap- 
estries and folding screens—something 
that would offer, not simply comfort 
for the present hour, but hope for the 
future. For,. humanly speaking, there 
was little enough of hope left for these 
exiles from China! 
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Not long after, the deepest need of 
her heart was to be supplied. As she 
met with the Christians of the Chinese 
Church, she heard words that have been 
bringing’ comfort and courage and hope 
to listening ears since first they were 
spoken nineteen centuries ago: “Let not 
your heart be troubled ... In my Fa- 
ther’s house are many mansions. If it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. ... I will 
come again, and receive you unto my- 
self; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.” 

Here was a Home over which the 
Communists could have no control—a 
door that they could not close, a land 
they could never enslave. And here 
was a Voice whose promises were sure 
and safe and true for all who would re- 
ceive them. To us, in a little note that 
we long treasured, she wrote of her 
new-found faith; in a foreign land, her 
heart had found its Home. 

Many centuries ago, God’s ancient 
people, the Jews, wandered for forty 
years in‘ the wilderness. Exiled from 
home, fearful and discouraged, con- 
scious of their own helplessness in the 
midst of a hostile world, they raised up 
the Tabernacle that was to be their 
church in the wilderness, their never- 
failing reminder that God was with 
them. 

So it has been among Chinese exiles 
wherever they have found refuge—on 
the beautiful island of Formosa, in the 
Philippines, in overcrowded Hong Kong, 
in Singapore, in a score of other places. 
So in Tokyo, too, the church in the 
wilderness is the symbol of God’s pres- 
ence in the midst. 


TOKYO. 


Seven Little-Known Facts About Christian Science 


And the Bible’s convincing answer to them 


it not for’ the fact that Chris- 

\\ tian Science, founded by Mary 

Baker Eddy, is anti-Christian, it might 
be let alone. But it claims to be “the 
crown of Christianity” (“Miscellaneous 
Writings,” 1 page 252, by Mary Baker 
Eddy), while seeking to destroy the 
precious old faith “once delivered unto 
the saints,” and to build Christian Sci- 
ence on its ruins. If Christians under- 
stood this and how Mrs. Eddy deceives 
many who enter it, they would gladly 
witness for Christ against it. It hes 
often been said that the Holy Bible has 
an answer for every problem. It surely 
has an answer for this one. Nineteen 
hundred years ago, the Son of God, 
speaking to His disciples, made a pre- 
diction that clearly reveals the facts we 
need to know. In clear, concise words 
He warned of deceivers who would sub- 
stitute a false Christ for Himself, Jesus 
Christ, “come in the flesh” (1 John 4:2). 
His own gracious person would be the 





1 Hereafter, in this article, will be indicated 
by initials only, “M. W.” : 


By MAY HUMPHREY PEASE 


point of enemy attack, and deception 
would be the avenue of approach. 
Then, in the, words of His prediction, 
our faithful Lord discloses how the fatal 
exchange would be effected: “Take 
heed that no man deceive you. For 
many shall come in my name, saying, I 
am Christ; and shall deceive .many” 
(Matt. 24:4, 5). 


I. Mary Baker Eppy Was DECEIVED 


“Take heed that no man deceive you.” 
There is a grim reality about satanic 
deception and only one safeguard: a 
personal heart knowledge of Jesus 
Christ that keeps us alert to His glory 
and honor. From Genesis to Revelation 
He is revealed as the Creator God 
(John 1:1-3), made flesh (v. 14), that 
He might die for the creature’s sin (v. 
29). No other safeguard is adequate, 
for back of all human deceivers is “the 
god of this world” still seeking to blind 
“the minds of them which believe not” 
(2 Cor. 4:4),°as did the serpent in 
Eden. His method, “Yea, hath God 
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said?” (Gen. 3:1) so successful then, has 
never been changed. It deceived Eve, 
the heedless of succeeding generations, 
and—Mary Baker Eddy. This is the 
first fact to be noted in this study. 

It may be that when Mrs. Eddy, 


an ailing woman, said, “The Bible 
was my only textbook” (“Science 
and Health,”2 page 110, by Mary 
Baker Eddy, 1906 edition), she may 


have been. sincerely seeking light. She 
accepted its first chapter as “the spirit- 
ually scientific’ account of creation,” 
(“S. & H.,” p. 523), and built her teach- 
ing upon it. Then she came, in the text- 
book, to that*which should have given 
her pause—God creating the body of 
man (Gen. 2:7). Had she trusted God’s 
textbook and. corrected her mistaken 
theory, she might have been a blessing 
to her age. Instead, she asks as did the 
serpent, “Is it the truth or is it a lie, 
concerning man and God? It must be 
a lie” (“S. & H.,” p. 524), she says, and 
plunges into spiritual darkness. God 
does not reveal His truth to those who 
doubt His Word. “Because they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved. . . . God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie” (2 Thess. 2:10, 11). This 
accounts for the intense devotion of 
Mrs. Eddy’s followers to her doctrines, 
their “strong delusion” that Christian 
Science is truth. The heart of every 
Christian should go out in deep pity 
and fervent prayer for these deluded 
ones—they “believe a lie.” 


II. Curistran Scrence Is ALIEN 
TO THE BIBLE 


“For many shall come in my name.” 
One comes falsely in Christ’s name 
when one quotes Scripture, then lightly 
brushes it aside as truth, and puts into 
it meanings not inherent in the text 
and nowhere found in the Word of God 
and, in fact, alien to that Word. The 
second fact, then, in this study is that 
Christian Science is a teaching alien 
to the Holy Bible. “There is a dual 
meaning to every Bible passage,” Mrs. 
Eddy, says; “The literal rendering often 
leads to unbelief and hopelessness”; 
“The literal rendering is the reading of 
the carnal mind, which is enmity 
against God, Spirit”; “The Scriptures 
cannot properly be interpreted in a 
literal way”; “The metaphysical render- 
ing is health, peace, hope, for all” 
(“M. W.,” p. 169). Now, this meta- 
physical rendering is as contrary to the 
truth as the serpent’s “Ye shall not 
Surely die” (Gen. 3:4) is from God’s 
edict of death for disobedience: “Thou 
Shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17). And yet, 
Mrs. Eddy’s blinded followers, fondly 
believe that this alien substitution of 
the metaphysical for the literal Word of 
God is “spiritual discernment,” whereas 
it changes “the truth of God into a lie” 
(Rom. 1:25). 

Not only does Mrs. Eddy repudiate 
the Bible in its entirety, as seen in her 
all-inclusive words, “The Scriptures” 
and “every Bible passage,” and sub- 





* Hereafter, in this Pe i will be indicated. 
by initials only, “8. 
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stitute “Science and Health,” an alien 
book, as authority, but she shamefully 
maligns the Word of the living God. 
The Church, which accepted it as truth, 
she says was “corrupted” (“M. W.,”. p 
165). Its 1900 years of history was “a 
night of error” (“S. & H.,” p. [X). Then, 
a scant eighty years ago, “the star of 
Boston looked down on the long night 
of human beliefs to pierce its darkness 
and melt into dawn”; “Divine Science 
hath traversed the night, wading 
through the darkness and gloom on to 
glory” (“M. W.,” p. 32). Thus this finite 
woman calls 1900 years of the Holy 
Spirit’s ministry “a night of gloom,” but 
eighty years of her own, “The glory of 
dawn.” Such an astounding teaching, 
contrary to every Biblical truth, can be 
nothing else than “The power of dark- 
ness.” “If they speak not according to 


this word, it is because there is no light- 


in them” (Isa. 8:20). And yet, no more 
extravagant praise could be given a 
human work than that given by Mrs. 
Eddy to her own book. “It contains 
absolute truth” (“M. W.,” p. 311); “The 
original meaning of Scripture” (“S. & 
H.,” p. 579); “The greatest and grandest 
book ever published” (“M. W.,” p. 458); 
“The most wonderful work that has 
been written in the past five thousand 
years” (“M. W.,” p. 458); “It has no 
-equal” (“M. W.,” p. 460); 
forming the universe” (“M. W.,” p. 372). 
In the light of this fulsome praise, Fact 3 
is revealéd as the false foundation upon 
which this “superhuman” book is based. 


CHRISTIAN ScIENCE Is BASED ON 
A FALSE FOUNDATION 


“No stream is purer than its source.” 
There is no purer source than the mind 
of God, revealed in the Holy Bible. 
“Every word of God is pure” (Prov. 
30:5); “Thy word is very pure” (Psa. 
119: 140); “Thy word is true from the 
beginning” (Psa. 119:160); “As silver 
tried in a furnace of earth, purified 
seven times” (Psa. 12:6). This is the 
pure source from which flows the life- 
giving stream of historic Christianity. 
But, Christian Science turns from this 
pure source to accept as its fountain- 
head an alleged revelation “apparently 
by divine power” (“S. & H.,” p. 109), 
supposedly given to a sick woman. 
Through this alleged revelation, Mrs. 
Eddy claims that the Bible that God 
originally gave mankind was.a Chris- 
tian Science Bible \(“S. & H.,” pp. 319, 
579, 146). Through materially minded 
translators, it lost its idea of spiritual 
creation, became “mortal and material” 
(“S. & H.,” p. 521), ceased to be the Word 
of God and became “error”; “false his- 
tory”; “an Adam dream”; “a lie.” It is 
upon this allegation, of a sick and de- 
ceived woman, that Christian Scientists 
rest their eternal destiny. How blessedly 
different is the Christian faith: 

Tha Phan doen os Bieea ‘end rightscusmees; 
the eetest frame, 
But + wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 


sw 
IV. A Fase MAN AND AN INTENSE FEAR 


The false man of Christian Science, 
Fact 4, and Christian Science, a religion 
of intense fear, Fact 5, are closely con- 


‘ 


II. 


“It is trans- . 
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nected. Mrs. Eddy has denied .man’s 
corporeal body (Gen. 2:7), yet it is this 
man whom God created, who is the 
source of Christian Science fear. One 
may deny God’s Word, but one cannot 


get rid of it. It is an eternal Word: 
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled 
in heaven” (Psa. 119:89). It haunts one 
in time and will face one in eternity. 
“The starting point of Divine Science,” 
Mrs. Eddy says, “is God is mind and 
God is all: there is no other Mind, nor 
might” (“S. & H.,” p. 275). But, faced 
with mankind’s universal belief in the 
flesh, she is forced to invent another 
mind to explain it. This mind she calls 
“mortal mind”; “a false belief in the 
flesh”; “nothing claiming to be some- 
thing” (“S. & H.,” p. 591). Yet, so strong 
is this claim that the whole life of the 
Christian Scientist is one long struggle 
to deny the corporeal man and the sin, 
sickness, and death associated with him, 
and to affirm man by creation “spirit- 
ual, perfect, eternal” (“S. & H.,” p. 475). 
Christian Science fights against God's 
truth. It claims that man by crea- 
tion “coexists with God” (“S. & H.,” 
p. 267); “reflects God” (“S. & H.,” 
p. 301); is “as perfect as God” (“S. & 
H.,” p. 302); and already possesses by 
creation that “righteousness of God” 
which is the Gift of God by redemption 
(Rom. 3:22). Thus, of this paragon of 
perfection, the immortal Christian Sci- 
entist, Mrs. Eddy, says: 

“The real Christian Scientist is a mar- 
vel, a miracle in the universe of mortal 
mind. With selfless love he inscribes 
on the hearts of humanity and tran- 
scribes on the pages of reality, the pal- 
pable presence, the might and majesty 


of goodness! He lives for all mankind 
and honors his Creator” (“M. W.,” 
p. 294). 


Since only Christian Scientists are 
immortals, it follows that Christians 
are mortals and, as such, are placed 
very low in the Christian Science scale 
of being. He is a mortal. “Mortals are 
shut out from God,” Mrs. Eddy says, 
“mortals think wickedly and are 
wicked”; “Mortals are children of the 
wicked one” (“S. & H.,” p. 476). He is 
“the vice versa of the Christian Scien- 
tist,” Mrs. Eddy says, “sometimes 
called a man, but he is a small animal, 
a bee with sting ready for each kind 
touch. He makes honey out of the 
flowers of human hearts and hides it 
in his cell of ingratitude. O friendly 
hand, keep back your offerings from 
asps and apes and wolves in sheep’s 
clothing and all ravening beasts. Love 
such specimens of humanity just enough 
to reform and transform them—if it be 
possible—then, look out for their stings 
and jaws and claws, but, thank God 
and take courage, that you desire to 
help, even such as these” (“M. W.,” p 
294). 

The very bitterness of Mrs. Eddy’s 
language betrays Christian Science fear 
of mortal mind—your mind and mine. 
She believes that thoughts can “harm, 
as well as heal,” and if not resisted can 
lead to moral and physical death (“S. & 
H.,” p. 101). Referring to a report that 


she was dead, Mrs. Eddy says it arose 
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from “the mental design,” “the com- 
bined efforts” of some of her expelled 
students to “kill” her (“M. W.,” p. 240). 
Such use of “the power of the unspoken 
thought against Christian Scientists,” 
Mrs. Eddy says, “is sin against the Holy 
Ghost” (“M. W.,” p. 55). Mortal mind 
in Christian Science is very real. It 
was this fear of the “unspoken thought” 
that caused one of her pupils to cry out 
in alarmed protest to a Christian who 
offered to pray for him, “I forbid you 
to pray for me.” It was release, after 
forty years of this fear, that caused a 
former Christian Scientist to cry out 
rapturously, “Oh, I feel like a bird let 
loose”; arid a former Christian Science 
practitioner to say quietly, “After these 
many years of fellowship with my Lord, 
those years I spent in Christian Science 
seem like a dream—a nightmare.” 


V. CurisTIAN Scrence’s ETERNAL Loss 


But the real tragedy of Christian 
Science is its eternal loss. ‘There is a 
generation that are pure in their own 
eyes, and yet is not washed from their 
filthiness” (Prov. 30:12). Fact 6 is that 
Christian Science is an unwashed, gen- 
eration. Mrs. Eddy’s denial of man’s 
body reaches forth to the person of the 
God Man, who hung upon Calvary. 
When she says: “Jesus as material man- 


hood was not Christ” (“M. W.,” p. 84); ° 


the flood from that “fountain filled with 
blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins” 
in Christian Science trickles away to 
unreality. Without the flesh, there is 
no blood and the “guilty stains” re- 
main. The cross of our God and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ in Christian Science 
becomes a mockery: a purile demon- 
stration of “the power of mind over 
matter.” “Jesus overcame death and 
the grave instead of yielding to them” 
(“S. & H.,” p. 39). “The lonely precincts 
of the tomb gave Jesus a place in which 
to solve the problem of being” (“S. & H.,” 
p. 44). And yet this was spoken of Him, 
the incarnate Son, whose mere declara- 
tion of being, “I am he [I am],” sent 
hardened. Roman soldiers reeling back- 
ward to the ground (John 18:6). 


The heart of every Christian is deeply 
pained by the ignoble position accorded 
the Lord Jesus in Christian Science. He 
is separated by eternity from Christ. 
“The advent of Jesus of Nazareth 
marked the first century of the Chris- 
tian Era, but the Christ was without 
beginning of years nor end of days” 
(“S. & H.,” p. 333). Jesus, in Christian 
Science, is merely incidental in Mrs. 
Eddy’s scheme of things. He was nei- 
ther the first nor the last to whom 
“Christ Truth” came. His career was 
brief, His work temporary. “The eter- 
nal Christ and the. corporeal Jesus, 
manifest in flesh, continued until the 
Master’s ascension, when the human, 
material concept, or Jesus, disappeared, 
while the spiritual self, or Christ, con- 
tinues—taking away the sins of the 
world, as the Christ has always done, 
even before the human Jesus was in- 
carnate to mortal eyes” (“S. & H.,” p. 
334). After His ascension, “the spirit- 


ual idea He demonstrated disappeared” 
(“M. W.,” p. 165), and for 1900 years 
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‘darkness once again enveloped man- 
kind. Then a short eighty years ago, 
Mary Baker Eddy “discovered” Chris- 
tain Science. She discerned that Jesus 
was the greatest metaphysical teacher 
and healer the world had ever known 
(“M. W.,” p. 252). She brought Jesus 
out of obscurity, making the glorious 
risen One to proclaim: “‘I am he that 
liveth and was dead [not understood], 
and behold I am alive for evermore, 
[Science has explained me]’” (“S. & H.,” 
p. 334). Could blasphemy be greater? 
The finite creature patronizes the 

who created her! : 


VI. CurisTiaAN Scrence’s: FALSE CHRIST 

Thus we come to the final Fact 7, the 
false Christ of whom our Lord: warned: 
“For many shall come in my name, 
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive 
many” (Mark 13:6). 

Who, then, or what, is the “I am 
Christ” of Mrs. Eddy? Of the triune 
Géd of Christianity, Mrs. Eddy says: 
“Three persons in one God suggests 
polytheism” (“S. & H.,” p. 256). “Life, 
Truth, Love constitutes that Triune per- 
son called God. God, the Father- 
Mother; Christ, the spiritual idea of 
.sonship; Divine Science, or the holy 
Comforter” (“S. & H:,” p. 331). Here 
we learn that Mrs. Eddy’s Christ is not 
a person. “Even the teachings of Jesus 
would be misused by substituting per- 
sonality for Christ, an impersonal form 
of truth” (“M. W.,” p. 310). Mrs. Eddy’s 
Christ is not a son, but a “spiritual 
idea of sonship”; not a person, but “an 
impersonal form of truth”; not a mes- 
senger, but “the Divine message from 
God to man” (“S. & H.,” p. 332). Then 
we read that which solves our prob- 
lem: “Jesus demonstrated Christ. He 
proved that Christ is the Divine idea 
of God, or the Holy Comforter” (“S. & 
H.,” p. 332). This is revealing for Mrs. 
Eddy has already 
cerned” that the Comforter is Divine 
Science (“S. & H.,” p. 55). Thus, if 
Christ is also the Comforter, He is also 
Divine Science—‘another name _ for 
Christian Science, the cognomen of all 
true religion, the quintessence of Chris- 
tianity, that heals disease, sin, and de- 
stroys death” (“M..W.,” p. 336). Chris- 
tian Science, then, is the false Christ of 
Mrs. Eddy, “dwelling forever in the 
bosom of the Father, from whence it 
illumines heaven and earth” (“S. & H.,” 
p. 334).° The only panacea Mrs. Eddy 
has to offer a sin-sick humanity is, not 
a Saviour to trust, but a teaching to 
follow. “Christian Science is unerring 
and divine” (“S. & H.,” p. 99). “Chris- 
tian Science is as old as God” (“S. & H.,” 
p. 146). “Christian Science is full of 
grace and truth” (“M. W.,” p. 292). 
“Christian Science heals disease, sin, and 
destroys death” (“M. W.,” p. 336). In- 
describably pathetic are the deceived of 
Mrs. Eddy. Too late many of them learn 
that she has shut the door of Heaven to 
them; that Christian Science is not truth; 
that Jesus of Nazareth is “truly man yet 
very God,” and upon the cross of Cal- 
vary the God Man gave “his life a ran- 
som: for many” (Mark 10:45). “By grace 
are ye saved through faith” (Eph. 2:8). 
“If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 


“spiritually dis- : 
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die in your sins,” and “whither I go, ye 


cannot come” (John 8:24, 21). 

Above the cross of Calvary was writ- 
ten, “This is Jesus the King of the Jews” 
(Matt. 27:37). On each side of the 
crucified One hung a thief. Each read 
the writing. One, doubting, said, “If 
thou be Christ” (Luke 23:39). The 
people passing said, “If thou be the 
Son of God” (Matt. 27:40). ‘The priests 
scoffed, “If he be the King of Israel” 
(Matt. 27:42). But one thief read the 
writing and humbly implored, “Lord, 
remember me” (Luke 23:42). “Where- 
fore I give you to understand,” wrote 
Paul, “that no man... can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost” (1 Cor. 12:3). “No man can 
come to me,” said our Lord, “except 
the Father which hath’ sent me draw 
him” (John 6:44). The Holy Ghost re- 
vealed Jesus as Lord, the Father im- 
parted faith, the sinner believed, and 
the Son, “that eternal life, which was 
with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us” (1 John 1:2), threw wide the 
door of Paradise to a _ hell-deserving 
sinner who trusted Him. “This is the 
true God, and eternal life” (1 John 
5:20). 

WasuincTon, D. C. 
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Seventy Reasons for Believing 
the Gospel 
By Ebenezer G. Vine 


N DAYS when mass evangelism is 
attracting an enormous amount of 

attention, and rightly rejoicing the 
hearts of God’s people, it is\ important 
that we shall not lose sight of the sig- 
nificance of the less spectacular, but 
equally Spirit-inspired operations in 
lesser fields. 

A glorious reminder of this was pro- 
vided on Sunday, June 29, when at the 
Colony of Mercy, Keswick Grove, New 
Jersey (also the center of the Victorious 
Life Conferences), there gathered a 
host of friends and former Colony men 
to celebrate the Annual Reunion of 
those who have passed through this 
place, where they had come into an ex- 
perience of deliverance from the devil- 
ish power of alcohol, ‘which had com- 
pletely mastered them. The verse of 
the well-known hymn which was sung 
effectively expressed the glorious truth: 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free; 

‘His blood can make the fouiest clean, 
His hlood avails for me. 

The work was established long years 
ago by the late William Raws, whose 
son, Dr. Addison C. Raws, continues in 
leadership today, with the help of his 
son, William Raws. Miracles of grace 
are constantly being demonstrated, in 
the blessed reality of the saving power 
of the Gospel. Many are they who en- 
ter the Colony, who had become as 
mere flotsam and jetsam on the sea of 
life, blasted and broken completely’ by 
an insatiable craving for drink. Turn- 
ing as a last resource to Keswick Colony, 
large numbers of these victims find in 

(Continued on page 642) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. 


SEPTEMBER 14. JUSTICE IN ECONOMIC LIFE 


Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 6:4; 25:35-38; Deuteronomy 25:13-16; Proverbs 11:1; Amos 8:4-8; Luke 19: 
1-10; James 5:1-8; 1 Peter 4:7-11; printed text, Exodus 20:15; Amos 8:4-7; 
James 5:1-5; 1 Peter 4:10, 11 


Golden Text.—He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least 
is unjust also in much.—Luke 16:10 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Exod. 20:15 Thou shalt not steal. 


Amos 8:4 Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even 
to make the poor of the land to fail, 

5 Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may 
sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, mak- 
ing the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the 
balances by deceit? 

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a 
pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 

7 The Lorp hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely 
I will never forget any of their works. 


Jas. 5:1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your 
miseries that shall come upon you. 

2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth- 
eaten. . 

3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them 


shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it 
were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. 

4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down 
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and 
the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 

5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; 
ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 


1 Pet. 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; 
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, omtomet by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
TEALING is a breach of God’s holy 
law. It is an overt, intolerable 
crime (cf. Exod. 20:15; Eph. 4:28). 

It is wrong because it reveals a mood 
of rebellion against God and injustice 
toward men. Personal desires are sub- 
stituted for the divine will. The act of 
stealing is normally preceded by covet- 
ing. Theft is thus a flaunting, not only 
of the Eighth Commandment, but also 
of the Tenth. It is wrong, too, because 
it is a base denial of the sanctity of per- 
Sonal property. The thief takes that 
which rightfully belongs to another. A 
generation that is being fed on the 
teachings of socialism and communism 
needs this message. 

At least three attitudes are possible 
in connection with property. When I 
act on the basis that another’s property 
is mine, that is theft. When I regard 
my own property as exclusively and 
forever my own, that is selfishness. 
When I look upon my possessions as a 
stewardship, to be administered con- 
Scientiously for the glory of God and 
the good of others, that is the Christian 
— It makes for justice in economic 

e. , 

Theft is not always a seizing of the 
goods of one’s neighbor. Sometimes it 
is a fraudulent act, or a dishonest bar- 
gain, or a falsification of the truth, or a 
deceptive deal. It can even be a with- 
holding of the neighbor’s due. 

The Lord is merciful and righteous. 
He will not forget the iniquity of those 
who oppress ‘the poor. They will re- 
ceive their just deserts. He has in- 


s s s Ss 


structed us how to regard private prop- 
erty in general, and how to handle our 
own possessions in particular. We must 
remember that we are merely stewards 


of God-given talents and gifts, and that ° 


our supreme task is faithfulness in all 
‘our dealings with others. 


Verse by Verse 

Exod. 20:15.—“Thou shalt not steal.” 
This is the eighth of the Ten Command- 
ments, the third dealing with one’s duty 
to his neighbor. It relates to personal 
conduct on the one hand and the sanc- 
tity of private property on the other. 

Amos 8:4.—“Hear this ... ye that 
swallow up the needy ... make the 
poor ... to fail.” To “swallow up” is 
to “pant for,” i.e, “to be passionately 
greedy for” (cf. Amos 2:7). To “make 
to fail” means to destroy. The solemn 
warning is addressed to the wicked who 
ruthlessly oppress the poor. 


Verse 5.—“When will the new moon 
be gone ... and the sabbath . . . falsify- 
ing the balances by deceit?” To “set 
forth wheat” is to open sacks or gran- 
aries of wheat. An ephah: a dry meas- 
ure, about three English pecks. A 
shekel: a weight against which precious 
metals were weighed. The oppressors 
wanted festivals of the month arfd Sab- 
bath to pass, that they might return to 
their fraudulent secular practices. 


Verse 6.—“That we may buy the poor 
... and the needy .. . and sell the refuse 
of the wheat.” By cheating the poor, 
evil men were able to force them to sell 
their small holdings and thus virtually 
to enslave themselves. And in exchange 
for their servitude they received only 
chaff (“refuse’”’). 


Verse 7.—“The Lord hath sworn... 


Surely I will never forget any of their 
works.” Compare Amos 2:6. The “ex- 
cellency of Jacob,” a title falsely used 
by erring Israel (cf. 6:8), is here applied 
to God. The divine memory is eternal. 
All transgressions will be judged. The 
Almighty has sealed His purposes with 
an oath. E 

Jas. 5:1—“. .. ye rich men, weep and 
howl for your miseries ...” “Howl” is 
a picture word used only here in the 
New Testament. (But see Isa. 13:6; 
14:31.) The rich are condemned in this 
passage, not because they are wealthy, 
but because of ill-gotten gains. “Mis- 
eries ... are coming upon you” (A.S.V.). 
James wrote shortly before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem (A.D. 70). But finan- 
cial oppression in any era merits 
judgment. 

Verse 2.—“Your riches are corrupted 
. your garments are motheaten.” 
Rust and moths are both harmful. 
They represent internal decay and ex- 
ternal destruction (cf. Matt. 6:19). In 
God’s sight stolen wealth is loathesome; 
it will pass away. 

Verse 3.—“Your gold .. . is cankered 

. the rust . . . shall be a witness 

against you ... Ye have heaped treas- 
ure...” “Cankered” is “eaten up with 
rust.” “Ye have laid up your treasure 
in the last days” (A.S.V.), ie., in the 
days of grace given you for repentance 
you continued to practice deceit and 
amass unearned fortunes. Memories of 
wrong will haunt you and convict you 
of your guilt as with a searing iron: 

Verse 4—“The hire of the labourers 
... kept back. by fraud, crieth .. . the 
cries .'. . are entered into the ears of the 
Lord ...” “Sabaoth” is “armies,” or 
“hosts.” The “Lord of sabaoth” (cf. 
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Mal. 1:4, 6) suggests the omnipotent 
authority of the Judge of all men. 
Wages are kept back in defiance of 
Leviticus 19:13. Employers stopped 
their ears to the wails of the poor.. But 
God hears and will certainly avenge His 
own. 


Verse 5.—“Ye have lived in pleasure 

. nourished your hearts, as in a day 

of slaughter.” You lived “delicately” 
(A.S.V.), pampering yourselves in wan- 
ton luxury. Your wrong is aggravated. 
For while others die (cf. v. 6) and gen- 
eral slaughter impends as the fall of 
Jerusalem draws nigh, you lay up treas- 
ure at the expense of the less fortunate. 


1 Pet. 4:10—“As every man hath re- 
ceived the gift, even so minister . .:. as 
good stewards . 
every man was gifted” (Greek). Each 
has received some divinely bestowed 
gift (cf. 1 Cor. 4:7): To “minister” here 
is to serve as in the offering of gifts. 
Believers are “stewards”: the gifts are 
not their own. The “manifold grace of 
God” signifies the variety He displays 
in His manifold giving. 

Verse 11—“If any man speak ... as 
the oracles of God . . . minister . . . as of 
the ability which God giveth: that God 
in all things may be glorified...” He 
who publicly proclaims the Gospel must 
speak as a mouthpiece of the Lord pos- 
sessed of divine power. He who gives 
or renders service must do so “as of the 
strength which God supplieth” (A.S.V.). 
To “supply” is literally to “equip.” God 
equips His faithful stewards. 

The Heart of the Lesson - 

God demands absolute honesty. Pri- 
vate property is a sacred trust. He who 
steals defies the holy will of the Al- 
mighty. But the human heart is by 
nature rebellious and covetous. Both 
Amos and James describe man’s dis- 
obedience. ; 

In Amos’s day greedy men lusted for 
the property of the poor and waited im- 
patiently for holy days to- pass that 
they might cheat and steal. Their fraud 
was twofold. On the ore hand they 
used false weights; on the other they 
sold inferior products. Their goal was 
to impoverish their neighbors so as 
practically to enslave them. 

James, leader of the Jerusalem 
church shortly after our Lord’s ascen- 
sion, found that man had not changed. 
The rich still accumulated wealth at the 
expense of the poor. James does not 
rebuke the wealthy simply because 
they have means. He insists that their 
money and apparel are rusted and 
loathsome because of the manner and 
time in which they. ‘acquired them. 
They deceived their employees, refus- 
ing to pay them their wages, and op- 
pressed them so seriously as to drive 
them in anguish to the Lord, their 
avenger. Moreover, in a day of im- 
pending political crisis, when affairs 
were worsening and Jerusalem would 
soon fall to the Romans, even in such 
an hour, far from alleviating the distress 
of the r, these same rich men ground 
them cially into the dust of despair. 


But God is on His throne. Economic 


.” “According as, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


10. September 7.—Justice in Daily Work. 

Exodus 20:9, 10; Nehemiah 3 and 

4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ephesians 4: 

28; Colossians 3:22 to 4:1; 2 Thes- 
salonians 3 :6-12 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September 21.—Justice for People in 

Need. Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24: 

19-21; Isaiah 58:4-12; Matthew 9: 

35, 36; Luke 4:14-22; Hebrews 
13:1-3; 1 John 3:11-24 








injustice will be punished. The Lord 
swore that He would not forget (Amos 
8:7). The cries of the oppressed 
reached His sympathetic ears (Jas. 5:4). 
Ill-gotten gains will never buy His 
favor. As rust and moths ruin earthly 
treasure, so divine judgment will fall 
upon ruthless oppressors. 

Dishonesty and fraud must have no 
place in the Christian’s life. He must 
know what the Bible teaches about 
property. My neighbor’s goods are his 
possession. Everything I possess— 
whether it be talent or property—is a 
gift from God. I am simply a steward 
of that which belongs to the Lord. My 
desire should not be, unnecessarily to 
accumulate, but rightly and justly to 
administer that with which I have been 
entrusted. My goal must never be per- 
sonal aggrandizement but God’s glory. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The exhortation to honesty (Exod. 
20: 15) 

2. The accusation against oppressors 

(Amos 8: 4-6; Jas. 5:3-5) 


' 3. The vindication of the poor (Amos 


8:7; Jas. 5:4) 
4. The glorification of God (1 Pet. 4:11) 


Topics for Development 

Money. ~There is nothing intrinsically 
wrong with money. It is simply a me- 
dium of exchange. Nor is the accumu- 
lation of money in itself sinful. Thank 
God for earnest Christian millionaires 
who are faithful in their stewardship. 
Many a good cause has prospered be- 
cause of their consecrated concern. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
HEFT is a breach of at least two 
Commandments. Which are these? 

2. Mention three reasons why stealing 
is wrong. 

3. How did the rich oppress the poor 
in Amos’s day? 

4. Why did these rich people long to 
see holy days pass? 

5. of what two crimes were oppres- 
sors in James’s day guilty? 

6. Where are men forbidden to with- 
hold wages? 

7.'Where is it recorded that God will 
not overlook economic injustice? 

8. What is a steward? 

9. What is a “good” steward? 

10. In what areas is the Lord to be 
glorified? 

‘(Answers on page 641) 
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Never misquote 1 Timothy 6:10. The 
“love of money”—not money itself—“is 
the root of all evil.” The trouble is 
with the coveting, not the cash; with 
the greed, not the gold; with the self- 
ishness, not the silver. 

The rich whose confidence is in their 
money are poor indeed. They cannot 
take it with them. Treasure which en- 
dures is in Heaven. Study Matthew 6: 
19-21. On the other hand, many who 
have no bank accounts on earth are 
rich in faith and thus in heavenly treas- 
ure (cf. Jas. 2:5; Rev. 2:9). 


Economics and Faith. Many pro- 
moters of economic integrity seem un- 
fortunately to be more concerned about 
social ethics than vital Christian faith. 
This is deplorable. But it does not 
mean that believers in Christ are to 
have no interest in the fate of the poor. 
Quite the contrary. Faith in Jesus 
Christ issues in warm and genuine love. 
The sequence is clear. When one trusts 
the Saviour, the Holy Spirit takes up 
His abode in the heart. Part of His 
fruit is love (cf. Gal. 5:22). This love 
is directed toward God and one’s 
neighbor. It is the true, enduring 
source of humanitarianism and economic 
justice. Indeed, it is the only pure 
source. The sole cure for economic in- 
justice is the Gospel. 

Positive and negative injustice. In- 
vasion of property rights, fraudulent 
practices and theft—all this is evil. 
Positive wrongdoing is sometimes easier 
to detect and punish. But failure to 
show justice, withholding of wages and 
other dues, disregard of others’ privi- 
leges—this may be more difficult to 
discern and condemn. But it is equally 
heinous. Acts of omission in the eco- 
nomic field may be as wicked as acts of 
commission. God is our judge. He will 


overlook neither positive nor negative , 


injustice. 
Practical Applications 

Where is your treasure? In the bank 
or in Heaven? Do you spend as much 
time meditating on the things of God 
as you do in computing interest? Is 
your Bible dearer than your bank de- 
posit book? 

Honesty must be absolute, not rela- 
tive. Of course it is important not to 
cheat the grocer or Uncle Sam. But 
beneath all acts that fulfill the law and 
keep one out of jail, there must be an 
honest heart. It is not how much we 


can get away with, but how much we . 


genuinely want to be scrupulously fair. 

Are you faithful in your personal 
stewardship? Has God entrusted you 
with abilities and means? If so, are 
you using them for self, or for the glory 
of God the giver? 

You may not be diluting milk, or like 
the wily butcher pressing the balances 
with your thumb. You would not dare 
rob your neighbor of his Cadillac. But 
has the Holy Spirit given you victory 
over deceit and coveting? 


Golden Text 

Luke 16:10—‘“He that is faithful in 
that which is least ... also in much... 
unjust in the least . . . also in much.” 
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Lesson for. September 14 


True faith in Christ displays its genu- 
ineness in faithfulness. The acid test 
of stewardship is not the quantity ad- 
ministered but the faithfulness of ‘the 
heart. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thou shalt not steal” (Exod. 20:15). 
—We must not limit the application of 
this commandment to robbers, burglars, 
pilferers, shoplifters, pickpockets, and 
purse snatchers, for there are numerous 
other ways in which it can be violated. 

The Prophet Malachi informs us that 
it is possible to rob God. It is done by 
withholding the tithes and offerings due 
Him (Mal. 3:8). 

A woman told me recently that the 
only time in her life that she was 
ashamed of being an American was 
when she was overseas with the Red 
Cross, and our servicemen came to her 
boasting of the antiques, silverware, 
linens, and paintings which they had 
taken without permission from homes 
and hotels. In answering her rebukes 
they said, “We didn’t steal the things; 


we simply appropriated them as sou- - 


venirs!” 

In a restaurant I saw a sign that I 
thought very apropos. It bore the 
words: “Our silverware is not like doc- 
tor’s pills—to be taken after every 
meal!” 

“Hear this, O ye that swallow. up the 
needy ...” (Amos 8:4).—The force of 
the expression, “swallow up the needy,” 
is “to gape after,” ie, to crave fran- 
tically the possessions of the poor. 

Commentators are agreed that the 


. lords and ladies in Israel of that day 


were rich, but like the rich of every 
age, they were always living up to and 
beyond their incomes. Accordingly, 
they Were ever frantically grasping for 
more. 

“Saying, When will the new moon be 
gone ...?” (Amos 8:5.)—They had a 
form of religion. They could talk about 
holy days and sabbaths; but they could 
not keep out of their minds the thought 
of deceitful selling, even while at serv- 
ices. They prostrated themselves be- 
fore a golden calf, “symbolic of the 
spirit of materialism which dominated 
them.” 

Holy days and rest days seemed end- 
less to them, but work days were al- 
ways too short for them. There are 
multitudes like them today! They can 
talk shop hour. after hour but it would 
be very boring to them to listen thirty 
or forty minutes to a message on eter- 
nal verities. 

“... making the ephah small, and the 
Shekel great . . .” (Amos 8:5).—The 
ephah was a dry measure of above 
three pecks. “Shekels used to be 
weighed out in payments (Gen. 23:16). 
Thus they committed a double fraud 
against the law” (Dr. A. ‘R. Faussett). 
See Deuteronomy 25: 13, 14. 
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It is not a rare thing for city author- 
ities today to confiscate false weights 
and measures and destroy them. It 
was said of Ephraim that he was a 
merchant arid that “the balances of de- 
ceit are in his hand: he loveth to op- 
press [or deceive]” (Hos. 12:7). Sorry 
to say, there are many such merchants 
in the world today. 

“Shall not the land tremble for 
this .. .? (Amos 8:8.)—Dr. E. L. Douglas 
sayss “A few years after Amos de- 
livered his prophecy, the Assyrians be- 
gan to invade Israel, to take possession 
of its towns and cities, and to carry its 
inhabitants off into captivity. The 
Biblical statements about these matters 
are amply confirmed in the inscriptions 
of the Assyrian kings. In the year 722 
B.C. Sargon, king of Assyria, finally 
brought the kingdom of Israel to a close. 

The description of the sufferings’ of 
the inhabitants before the surrender 
and of their cruel treatment at the 
hands of their captors fills many tear- 
stained pages of history. Amos had 
prophesied that when the hour of cap- 
tivity arrived, the foolish women of 
Samaria would “go out at the breaches 
[in the wall], every one straight before 
her” (Amos 4:3, A.S.V.) like stamped- 
ing cattle rushing headlong through an 
opening in the fence. This all came to 
pass. Great as their oppression of the 
poor had been, the suffering of these 
wicked overlords and their families 
was sevenfold more intense when judg- 
ment finally arrived. They had used 
false balances, but God uses balances 
that are just in every particular. They 
had made the ephah small and the 
shekel great; but the Lord, whose laws 
and principles are unchanging, had 
judged these wicked perverters at last 
on the basis of an unyielding moral 
code. 

“As every man hath received the gift, 
even so minister the same...” (1 Pet. 
4:10).—In Ephesians 4:7, believers are 
told that “unto every one of us is given 
grace according to the measure of the 
gift of Christ.” In spiritual, as well as 
in temporal matters, “it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful” 
(1 Cor. 4:2). Whatever gift has been 
given one, it should be exercised for 
the benefit of others, and to the glory 
of God. 

What a responsibility—and privilege 
—for preachers, teachers, and personal 
workers! The Gospel of Christ is to be 
faithfully given to the unsaved, and 
the Word is to be expounded to the 
edification of believers. 

It is a much greater evil to short- 
change a person spiritually, so to speak, 
than financially. 

Wawona, Catir. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the cdntents of the paper. 
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From the Platform ' 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNS 
“O Day of Rest and Gladness” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Pather, Lead Me Day by Day” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, for Thy care 
which is ever about us and for Thy 
many daily mercies we. thank Thee this 
morning. Go with us into this week to 
make it bright with Thy presence and 
blessing. Keep us from evil in thought, 
word, or deed and lead us into the good 
works Thou wouldst have us do. Bless 
this lesson to us and all who study it. 
Make us more sensitive to small dis- 
honesties and make us sincerely honest, 
truthful, and faithful in all things. 
Guide and bless leaders in church and 
state that godliness and justice may 
flourish. Send the knowledge of the 
Gospel to all who need it, making every 
Christian concerned to share the good 
news with others. Relieve the suffer- 
ings of all afflicted folk and recover 
those who have gone astray from Thee. 
Forgive us our sins and failures and 
help us to overcome our temptations 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The shoplifter, the 
burglar, and the holdup man are not 
the only people who break the com- 
mand, “Thou shalt not steal.” We all 
are tempted in various ways to get 
what belongs to others without giving 
due return. We-do not become dishon-- 
est in great matters all at once. Dis- 
honesty begins with trifles, and it is 
against the small beginnings of evil we 


LIVE EVER 


must watch. Such things as cheating a 
coin machine or taking small sums of 
money from your mother’s purse have 
led on to such things as put men in jail. 

Think of some of the many ways the 
law against stealing is broken. It may 
be done by taking advantage of some- 
one’s ignorance as when a used car is 
sold as being in better shape than the 
seller knows it to be. To sell something 
for more than it is worth is a form of 
stealing. Destroying the property of 
others and failing to make it good is a 
form of stealing, since it robs the owner 
of value that is his. Misleading adver- 
tising, padding payrolls or expense ac- 
counts, and all fraud in business deals 
breaks this commandment. So, too, 
does loafing on the job. Idling away 
time for which you are being paid is 
stealing money for work not done. 

Years ago in a certain town where 
D. L. Moody held evangelistic meetings, 
a store salesclerk was converted. Soon 
afterward a customer, looking at some 
lace, asked her, “Is this real English 
lace?” “It was, Madam,” she said, “be- 
fore the Moody meetings, but not it’s 
imitation.” That clerk’s conversion had 
made her look at petty business trickery 
as God sees it, as taking advantage of 
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others by deceit and dishonesty. Her 
conversion had led her to live as in 
God’s sight and judge everything ac- 
cordingly. As often as you are tempted 
to dishonesty, say, “Thou God seest me,” 
and refuse to do anything that. God 
hates. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, boiled down to one 
good, profitable title for our lesson 
today, as suggested in the nine various 
passages of Scripture appointed for our 
study, I would say it should be, “How a 
Christian May Get Along Most Happily 
With Folks.” I wish you would read the 
26th chapter of First Samuel, telling of 
David’s magnanimous treatment of Saul, 
his enemy. Then these two verses, Ro- 
mans 12:20, 21: “Therefore if thine en- 
emy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
, heap coals of fire on his head. Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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I saw a big touring car sideswipe a 
Ford runabout and knock it several 
feet on the country road. Of course 
each of the drivers thought the other 
was to blame and a warm argument 
followed. The big car was unhurt and 
proceeded on its way, but the flivver 
had its running board and fender badly 
battered. While the young fellow of the 
runabout examined to see what further 
damage his car might have sustained, 
the prosperous looking gentlemah in 
the big car was speeding up the high- 
way, chuckling over his own car’s es- 
cape from injury. 

I asked the man of the Ford if his 
engine had suffered. No, he thought it 
was all right; he would crank up and 
see (it was back in the days of the 
“Model TT”). Good! she started off 
with a clutter, and he asked me if I 
wanted to ride. I had not far to go, but 
gladly accepted, for I was impressed by 
this young fellow’s grip on himself. It 
took self-control to avoid making the 
air, blue with abuse. The way that big 
fellow had hurried on, leaving the run- 
about in trouble, was certainly not on 
the square, to say the least. 

A turn in the road brought a fresh 
surprise. There was the touring car, a 
hundred yards ahead, standing in the 
middle of the road, hood up, and the 
big man peering into the engine. There 
was room to pass and I wondered what 
the man at the wheel in the runabout 
would do. Would the little car rattle 
past with its damaged fender and 
mashed running board? It would only 
be human nature to sing out some sort 
of taunt: “Thought you were in a 
hurry!” or, “Don’t block the road”!— 
and yet, this young fellow did not seem 
to be that kind. His self-control during 
the incident Back there in the road led 
me to expect something different, and 
I was not disappointed. The runabout 
did pass, but stopped ten yards ahead, 
and my companion got out. 


“Engine trouble? Need any help?” 

The big fellow’s face was a puzzle as 
he looked up with a worried grin and 
mopped his brow with a grease-smeared 
hand. Yes, there was engine trouble, 
and it was serious. . 

When last I saw them as they turned 
the curve in the road ahead, the big 
car’s front axle was connected by a 
towrope to the rear of the runabout as 
it chugged away in low gear, dragging 
the ,big one to the nearest garage. I 
would like to have heard the conversa- 
tion, if there was any! 

Fellows, it takes a real Christian 
spirit to do a thing like that. Any 
cheapskate can whiz past and give his 
enemy in trouble the hard-boiled eye, 
but it takes a fine soul to be generous 
when the natural impulse calls for spite 
work. 

In the small hours of that morning, as 
Saul slept and his guards were heavy 
with sleep about him, David put one 
over on his pursuer—an act of kindness 
that overwhelmed Saul with shame. 
David had not only to fight a natural 
impulse to “get even,” but he had with 


him an adviser who used the most per- ~ 
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suasive arguments to induce him to 
take Saul’s life. Indeed, Abishai pro- 
posed to do the deed himself, as though 
that would clear David of guilt in the 
matter. But, no, David was a man of 
high principle, and he knew three very 
vital truths: (1) “Vengeance is mine; I 
will repay,” saith the Lord. (2) A mag- 
nanimous spirit wins, and no sad regrets 
cloud the victory. (3) “He that ruleth 
his spirit [is better] than he that taketh 
a city.” 

These pay off in pure gold. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we learn the last half 
of Psalm 19:13, “Then shall I be up- 
right, and I shall be innocent from the 
great transgression.” It is most impor- 
tant that Christians be upright. I wish 
each of us had a reputation like Daniel's. 
His character was so upright that his 
enemies could not think of any charge 
they could make against him that 
would be believed. The only way they 
could get him into trouble was to have 
the king make a law that would con- 
flict with Daniel’s obedience to God. 
But we do not all have such a repu- 
tation. Some professing Christians are 
not even honest. I once heard one 
boasting about a deal he had made, 
wherein he “got the best” of another 
man. I’m afraid that in God’s sight, he 
was guilty of theft. 

If we are working for someone and 
“fool round” on the job, are we not 
stealing our employer’s time? A Jap- 
anese boy applied for work in Los 
Angeles. One lady who refused him 
said, “I’m sorry, but we really haven't 
enough work to keep another boy busy.” 
He answered politely, “Madam, I’m sure 
you have! You may not realize how 
little work it takes to keep me em- 
ployed!” Some people are not as frank 


as that boy, but instead of doing their . 


work heartily, it takes “very little to 
keep them employed.” 

Turn to Proverbs 11:1. Who would 
think that the great Creator of the uni- 
verse would notice anything so small 
as the weights and balances used by 
His creatures? But: God does notice 
and says that He hates false weights 
and loves honest ones. Surely His chil- 
dren should do likewise! 

Next we will read Amos 8:4-8. These 
things picture a sad state of things in 
Israel, about 800 B.C. The rich were 
trying to make the poor fail in business, 
so they could make all the profits! 
These rich businessmen could hardly 
wait for the Sabbath or other holy day 
to be over, so they could go on making 
money again. And then they did not 
give full measure. They were prosper- 
ing in business, but God said, “I will 
never forget any of their works.” I am 
so glad that God has said of His chil- 
dren, “Their sins and their iniquities 
will I remember no more.” Verse 8 


tells of the judgment God was going to 
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bring on the land of Israel because of 
these sins. We in Amerjca have far 
more spiritual light than Israel had, so 
if we are guilty of the same sins, won’t 
our punishment be greater? 

Now turn to James 5:1-8. Here in 
the New Testament is another warning 
of judgment on those who get rich by 
defrauding the poor. It was the actions 
of such men as are described here that 
started the troubles between capital and 
labor. Those who cheat their employees 
so that they can live in ease and pleas- 
ure make themselves hated by them, 
and later bring God’s judgment down 
upon themselves. But the sad part is 
that some labor union leaders, who are 
supposed to be protecting the working- 
men’s interests, are just like the rich 
men described hete in James. Both 
employers and employees need a change 
of heart. If the employers would obey 
Colossians 4:1, and the employees would 
obey Colossians 3:22, 23, there would be 
no capital and labor problems. The 
laborers would do good, faithful work, 
and the employers would treat them 
fairly and kindly. The Bible never 
tells employers to demand better serv- 
ices, nor employees to demand higher 
wages. God tells each person to per- 
form his part as if he were in the Lord’s 
presence. 

Many years ago in London, a great 
building called Temple Hall was erected. 
It was decided that a large clock should 
be put on top, with an appropriate 
motto on its face. The committee could 
not decide on the best motto, so the in- 
Stallation of the clock was delayed. 
The man in charge of the installation 
finally went to the room where the 
committee was: still deliberating on it. 
The committee member who opened 
the door was annoyed at his disturbing 
them and said, “Go about your busi- 
ness.” The man supposed that was the 
motto they had decided on, so he had 
those words put on the clock. At first 
the committee was enraged by his mis- 
take, but before long they decided that 
“Go. about your business” was an ap- 
propriate motto, so they let it remain! 
God wants us to go about our business 
as if we were doing it for Him. 

Our last verses are 1 Peter 4:10, 11. 
We are not to worry about how we are 
treated, but to be concerned that we 


treat others both fairly and kindly. . 


When we help others, we should let 
them know that it is God who gave us 
the ability to do good, so that “God in all 
things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ.” 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


The Honest Thing To Do 
(Exod. 20:15; Lev. 6:4; Luke 19:5-8) 


BOY wished it were right to help 
himself to some candy in the store 
when the owner was not looking. And 
apples, and toys! 
never miss just a few! 


The owner would 
But Mother had 


‘still keep the sin! 
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taught him that that was stealing—to 
take even one—and God’s rule was 
“Thou shalt not steal.” But why should 
God make such a rule? That night the 
boy dreamed it was right to steal and 
that he helped himself to candy and 
fruit at the store. The next time he 
went to the store it was empty and 
closed. The owner had quit because 
everything had been stolen. How 
could he buy more things to sell (or be 
stolen) when he received no money 
from stolen things? The boy decided 
when he got home to take his bicycle 
and go for a ride in the country. But 
his bicycle was gone from the garage! 
Someone had stolen it! He was furious 
to think someone would steal his bike. 
He was so furious, he woke up and 
found it was all a dream. “Now I see 
God’s laws are good, and it’s always 
best to keep them,” he said.1 

“Father knows best,” but God knows 
even better what works out best for us. 
“And thou shalt do that which is right 
and good in the sight of the Lord,” says 
our Memory Verse (Deut. 6:18). Look 
up the verse in the Bible, and find out 
why. (“That it may be well with 
thee.”) 

What other kinds of ‘stealing are there 
besides taking things from a _ store? 
Sneaking a cookie out. of the jar when 
Mother is not looking? Getting the best 
in a trade? Copying a friend’s home- 
work paper? Finding something and 
keeping it? Cheating in marbles and 
games? You might even steal from 
yourself! Long ago a famous man 
(Shakespeare) wondered why “men 
should put an enemy in their mouths 
to steal away their brains!” (and now- 
adays even their lives!) Do you know 
what the enemy was that he was talk- 
ing’ about? What was our Memory 
Verse for week before last? (Prov. 
20:1.) Leviticus 6:1-3 gives a list of 
what God Himself included in stealing. 
(In the marginal note “fellowship” is 
interpreted as “in dealing’—we may 
say, “in trading.”) 

One trouble with stealing—you break 
so many commandments when you 
break that one! The tenth, maybe the 
fifth, and the ninth! And you surely 
are not loving God with all your heart 
by that time (Deut. 6:5). , And what 
has happened to the Golden Rule and 
the “royal law”? (Matt. 7:12; Jas. 2:8.) 

Now see God’s way to get this sin of 
stealing cleaned up when we realize 
what we have done wrong (Lev. 6:4-7). 
We no longer need to bring a ram to die 
for our sin when we confess it and ask 
God’s forgiveness, for the Lord Jesus 
has become the Lamb of God sacrificed 
on the cross for us. First John 1:9 is 
sufficient for that part. But, of course, 
we cannot be forgiven for a sin and 
So the Lord Jesus 
has told us we must make things right 
with the person whom we have injured 
(Matt. 5:23, 24). 

Zacchaeus was like that! Do you re- 
member that short, rich man who got 
his wealth by some unfair practices in 





1 Adapted from a story by Joseph Edwin 
Harris. 
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Anxious to see this 
famous Jesus who did not scorn pub- 
licans but even had one among His 
twelve disciples, Zacchaeus climbed a 
tree for a better view among the mov- 
ing crowds. And the Lord was looking 


collecting taxes? 


for him! As I read the Bible account, 
listen for the part where Zacchaeus got 
out of the “sinner” class and into the 
Christian (Luke 19:5-9). 

Now you figure out what you had 
better do so your heart will be clean 
and good for the Lord to come and live 
in. } 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE first. day of school, Sally 

had a brand new pencil box filled 
with nice, long pencils. There were red 
pencils and yellow pencils and green 
pencils. Sally had been delighted when 
her favorite aunt had sent the pretty 
new box. Sally takes good care of her 
things, so that, even though she had 
already been back in school for a week, 
her pencils still looked quite new. She 
had not even started biting them, which 
is what she always had done to her pen- 
cils before. Perhaps this year, now that 
she was in the third grade, she would 
not do that any more! 

Bruce sat right in front of Sally at 
school. What was that she saw on his 
desk? Surely enough! It was a new 
blue pencil. A blue one. Blue’ was 
Sally’s favorite color. And her pencil 
box, even though it was filled with pen- 
cils, did not. have one blue one in it. 
Why should Bruce have a blue pencil? 
Colors didn’t make any, difference to 
him. I ought to have at least one blue 
pencil—especially since it’s my favorite 
color. These were the thoughts that 
ran through Sally’s mind. that day. It 
is not any surprise, therefore, that 
when Bruce went out to afternoon re- 
cess, his blue pencil found a new home 
—in Sally’s pencil box! ; 

That night, while Sally was doing 
her homework she exclaimed to her 
mother, “Look at my blue pencil, 
Mommy!” 

“Where did you get that?” Mother 
wanted to know. 

Sally was not prepared for that. Be- 
ing a Christian girl, Sally knew that 
she had done wrong. She had felt un- 
easy about it, of course. But she did 
not want her beloved mother to know 
that she was a thief! The very fact 
that Sally hesitated to answer the ques- 
tion made her mother suspicious. So 
before long the whole story was out. 
Poor, miserable Sally! Nothing more 
was said until bedtime. Then, instead 
of reading from the Bible, Mother told 
a familiar Bible story to her little girl. 

“In the very long ago,” she began, 
“when the Lord Jesus was on earth, He 
was on His way to, the city of Jeru- 
salem. As He traveled—He walked, 
you remember—He went through the 
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city of Jericho. I rather suppose that 
hundreds of people came out to see Him 
that day. They had heard about His 
many miracles and they wanted to see 
this amazing person. Perhaps. the 
streets were lined with men and women 
and children, very much as people to- 
day line up to see a parade. Ordinar- 
ily, people will make way for children 
and short. grownups to get to the front 
so they can see. But on that long-ago 
day, there was one really short man 
who was not so privileged. He was a 
man whom no one liked. Not only did 
they not like him, they hated him. He 
was a tax collector. Everyone knew, 
further, that he was a cheat and 
charged them more than was necessary. 
When he got on the street no one 
opened the way for him to see. No, sir! 
But he wanted to see. So he did the 
next best thing. He climbed up into a 
tree. What a good seat he had! He 
could see everything that was going on. 
But the people down below did not see 
or notice him. How dreadful it was to 
be hated! Zacchaeus (for that was his 
name) was an unhappy man. Oh, he 
had everything he wanted. He had 
much money. Whenever he wanted 
more, he charged the taxpayers more. 
Zacchaeus had everything but friends 
and happiness.” Sally was listening 
hard. 

Her mother continued, “Imagine Zac- 
chaeus’s surprise when the Lord Jesus 
looked straight up into that tree and 
called, ‘Zacchaeus, come down quickly 
for I am going to stay at your home 
overnight.’ The Lord Jesus, the Son 
of God, was going to stay in sinful 
Zacchaeus’s house. Think of that! You 
may be sure that the other people were 
angry about that. Nevertheless, Zac- 
chaeus came down from the tree in a 
hurry. Not long after that (it may 
have been the next morning) Zacchaeus 
stood and declare¢t that from then on 
he was going to give to the poor and 
that he would return four times as 
much as he had taken from anyone. He 
had received the, Saviour, you see. 
Now, in obedience to God’s Word 
(Exod. 20:15; Lev. 6:4), he was going 
to prove that he was truly a ema 
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Mother did not say another word. 
But the next morning, on Bruce’s desk, 
there were four brand new _ pencils! 
And at recess Sally explained every- 
thing. 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. 


* 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


School Reports and Success.—He that 
is faithful in that which is least is faith- 
ful also in much: and -he that is unjust 
in the least is unjust also in much 
(Luke 16:10, Golden Text). As re- 
ported in the Record of Christian Work, 
President McKinley said to a schoolboy 
whose ambition it was to become a doc- 
tor, “Well, if your report is not better 
than the one your father showed me 
last year, you will not be crowded with 
patients.” “I don’t see,” said the boy, 
“what school reports have to do with 
being a doctor.” The president an- 
swered: 
and history to cure diseases, but you 
need a thoughtful sense of duty and an 
aptitude for thorough work to be a suc- 
cessful doctor. If you had those your 
reports would be better.”"—Sent by B. 
M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 

Limited Conscience.—Thou shalt not 
steal (Exod. 20:15). And he told me 
the story of the countryman. This old 
fellow, it seems, had a conscience that 
troubled him. At last he went to a 
farmer and said: “Master, I’m sorry. I 
stole a rope from you awhile back.” 
His master forgave him and the coun- 
tryman went away. But he still had 
no peace of mind, for he had not told 
the farmer that there was a cow at the 
end of the rope when he stole it—From 
Peter Howard, “Ideds Have Legs.” Sent 
by Mrs. Mattie Wyatt, Summitville, Ind. 

Charity Without Justice—And falsify- 
ing the balances by deceit (Amos 8:5). 
Common report had it regarding a cer- 
tain South African millionaire that he 
never turned aside from any charitable 
appeal, invariably responding with a 
handsome subscription, but that he 
could not look a sheep in the face—he 
had done so much swindling in wool. 
So much easier was it to give thousands 
of rams than to deal justly.—Source 
not known. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

One-Eyed Religion—Go to now, ye 
rich men, weep and howl for your mis- 
eries that shall come upon' you (Jas. 
5:1). Dr. A. J. Gordon told of a rich 
miser. who was afflicted with cataracts 
on both eyes. He applied to an emi- 
nent surgeon ‘to remove them and, after 
examination, was told that it could be 
done. “But what will it cost?” was the 
anxious question. “One hundred dollars 
for each eye,” was the answer. The 
miser thought of his money and then of 
the blindness, and said, “I will have 


“You may not need geography . 
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one eye restored; that will be enough 
to enable me to see to count my money, 
and I can save the expense of having 


the other operated on.” O Lord, “open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law”! cries 
the true Christian. But the half-and- 
half Christian wants only one eye 
opened. He likes to have the minister 
preach conversion strongly, because he 
has been converted himself and believes 
strongly in it; but he does not like to 
have him preach consecration, for that 
implies laying himself and all his 
wealth on God’s altar, and he is not 
ready for that. In other words, he de- 
liberately chooses a one-eyed religion, 
that which sees Christ as Saviour, but 
ignores Him as sanctifier and ruler of 
his life—From Bible Expositor and II- 
luminator. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Why He Couldn’t Be Happy.—Your 
riches are corrupted, ... Your gold and 
silver is cankered (Jas. 5:2,3). A young 
lady was one day visiting an aged man, 
a friend of her father’s, who had been 
associated with him in early life. He 
had lived for the world and had pros- 
pered amazingly. Pretty soon he in- 
quired the state of his friend, whom he 
knew to be in circumstances of far less 
external comfort than himself. As’ he 
listened to the story of his less-favored 
friend’s patience in suffering, of the 
cheerfulness with which he could look 
forward to either life or death, the rich 
man’s conscience reproached him, and 
he exclaimed: “Yes, yes, you wonder 
why I cannot be as happy and quiet, 
too; but think of the difference! He is 
going to his treasure, and I am leaving 
mine.”—From the Sunday Companion. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


What They Wore.Ye have lived in 
pleasure on the earth, and been wanton 
(Jas. 5:5). A missionary at home on 
furlough was invited to a dinner at a 
great summer resort where he met 
many women of prominence and posi- 
tion. Afterward he went to his room 
and wrote a letter to his wife. He said: 
“Dear Wife: I’ve had dinner at the 
hotel. The company was wonderful. I 
saw strange things today. Many women 
were present, and some of them to my 
certain knowledge wore one church, 
forty cottage organs, and twenty libra- 
ries.” In his great longing for money 
to’ provide the Gospel for hungering 
millions, he could not refrain from es- 
timating the silks, satins, and diamonds 
of the guests at the dinner in terms of 
his people’s need. If God sends us 
money to send to perishing millions the 
good news of the Saviour from sin, and 
we spend it for needless luxuries, what 
does He think of it?—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by -Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


-All for God’s Glory.—As every man 
hath received the gift, even so minister 
. . . @8 good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God (1 Pet. 4:10). “I will 
place no value on anything I have or 
may possess except in its relation to the 
Kingdom of Christ. If anything I have 
will advance the interests of that King- 
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qom, it shall be given up, or kept, as by 
keeping or giving it I shall most pro- 
mote the glory of Him to whom I owe 
all my hopes, both of time and eter- 

—David Livingstone’s expression 
of stewardship, which has since become 
the watchword of the Layman’s Mission- 
ary Movement. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 636) 


1. The eighth and tenth. 

2. It defies God’s will, reveals a covet- 
ous heart, and disregards the sanctity 
of private property. 

3. They used false weights, sold in- 
ferior products, and enslaved the poor. 

4. That ‘they might return to their 
treacherous practices. 

5. They withheld wages and lived 
riotously on their ill-gotten gains. 

6. Levititus 19:13. 

7. Amos 8:7; James 5:4. 


8. A person who handles, uses, or 
manages things on behalf of another. 


9. One who faithfully seeks to glorify 
10. In “all things” (1 Pet. 4:11). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Nobility of Apologizing 
(Continued from second page) 


judgment, in the light which he had at 
the moment of his outburst of disap- 
proval; nor had he overstepped the 
bounds of a commander’s absolute right 
in such an emergency. Yet he regretted 
that his own judgment had not served 
him better in his observation of the 
true state of affairs; and he reproached 
himself for falling short of his own high 
standard of absolute accuracy. 

The battle being over, the commander 
sent for the subordinate whom he had 
publicly censured, and, summoning his 
own staff officers into his presence, he 
informed his subordinate, in their hear- 
ing, that, as he had been in error in 
censuring him for his conduct, he now 
apologized to him thus publicly. Nor 
was this all. On a following day he 
rode over to that division commander’s 
headquarters, and asked to have the 
entire division called out in line. Then, 
in the presence of the division, he stated 
that he had done the division a wrong 
through’ giving an undeserved censure 
to its commander, and that he now de- 
sired to apologize to the commander 
and to the division in this public man- 
ner. Who will question that such an 
act as that proved the exceptional 
nobleness of that greathearted comman- 
der? 

If, indeed, the offense or the failure 
be an obvious one—as in clumsiness of 
action, in sharpness of speech, or in 
Seeming rudeness of neglect—it is com- 
paratively easy for a person of very 
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moderate refinement and cultivation to 
be prompt and outspoken in apologies. 
But when the transgression or the short- 
coming is not. so obvious, even though 
its effect may be all the more disastrous 
—as when one has imagined a slight 
that was not intended, or has suspected 
a wvong that did not exist, or has given, 
way to an unkind thought through an 
entire misunderstanding, or has failed 
to perceive a generous spirit that ought 
to have been honored—it is®not so easy 
to make confession of personal error, 
and to apologize for the lack of con- 
formity to one’s best ideal of character 
and of conduct. And here it is that pre- 
eminent Robleness of nature and ad- 
mirableness of self-control are surest 
of being shown in the fullness and the 
freeness of explicit apologies. 

It requires greater nobleness to have 
a high standard for one’s self than to 
have it for someone else. It requires 
greater nobleness to perceive and to 
emphasize one’s own shortcomings than 
to give prominence to the shortcomings 
of others. Hence, he who is noblest- 
minded, and whose nature is most re- 
fined, and whose training in welldoing 
is completest is ever quickest to see his 
own mistake, and promptest to apolo- 
gize for his error, out-of regard for the 
personal ideal he has fallen short of. 

If, for example, when there were 
two possible explanations of another's 
course, such a man saw only the more 
unfavorable one of these, and was sus- 
picious accordingly—on discovering his 
error he owes it to himself to apologize 
for his unfairness of judgment, and for 
his ill-grounded suspicion. It does not 
satisfy him to know that he was sin- 
‘cere at the time in his erroneous opin- 
ion, and that he then saw no ground for 
any other judgment; he blames himself 
for not seeing the true state of the case, 
and for not being swayed by a more 
charitable conception. He is sorry for 
his own failure, and he wants to say so 
to the one who knows of his failure. 
For his own sake, if-for no other. reason, 
he must evidence his consciousness of 
failure as widely as he disclosed that 
failure. So all the way along in the 
everyday relations of life; he whose 
personal standard is highest is prompt- 
est and most explicit in apologizing 
for every known lack of conformity to 
that standard; and every added instance 
of such apologizing on his part gives 
him an increase of power in his effort 
to conform to that standard. 

Frequency and fullness in apologizing, 
in chile or in man, is a proof of one’s 
unmistaxable possession of a con- 
sciously higher ideal than his own con- 
stant attainment. An unreadiness to 
apologize is an indication of one’s lack 
of conception of any higher standard 
than his own immediate performance. 
And here is a line that distinguishes the 
noble from the ignoble. 

(To be continued) 


xs 
Present faith, not past experience or 


comfort, keeps us from fainting in the 
hour of trial—R. C. Chapman. 
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Bicanphy of DGidsed Cobte one of three pioneer 
missionaries to China’s Northwest. “Here are vivid 
pictures of desert life in Central Asia and stimulat- 
ing is of God’s faithfulness to three brave 
women who wholly followed Him.’’—S. S. Times. 
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Wheaton Academy Under 
New Auspices 


FFECTIVE September 1, Wheaton 
Academy will undergo a change in 
its auspices. Since 1860 it has been a 
department of Wheaton College. Plans 
have been completed for a group of 
Christian businessmen, several of whom 
are local residents, to acquire the 104- 
year-old institution and to continue its 
operation as a coeducational orthodox 
Christian academy, conforming in every 
respect to the present standards of 
Wheaton College. There is no change 
contemplated in the director, faculty, 
or staff for the coming school year. 
President Edman of Wheaton College 
said: “This arrangement seems mutu- 
ally advantageous. It will give the 
Academy independent supervision by 
a separate governing board. Through 
enlarging its constituency there may 
come the possibility of Academy ex- 
pansion to meet increasing demands for 
student admission. At the same time, 
it will enable the College to devote 
more attention to strengthening both 
the collegiate undergraduate program 
and the Graduate School of Theology 
and Christian Education.” 


s 


The Grace of Receiving 
(Continued from second page) 


“Money gifts were a common thing in 
her circle, and to her the amount was 
not too small. But my unconscious re- 
action was that I was being put in an 
inferior position, and this was the thing 
at which I rebelled.” She goes on to 
show that this is the wrong attitude for 
a missionary. 

Though he was a hard worker, gen- 
erally supporting himself, the Apostle 
Paul was not above receiving gifts 
thankfully. He wrote to the Philip- 
pians: “But I rejoiced in the Lord 
greatly, that now at the last your care 
of me hath flourished again; wherein 
ye were also careful, but ye lacked op- 
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portunity. . . . Notwithstanding ye have 
well done, that ye did communicate 
with my affliction. . . . For even in 
Thessalonica ye sent once and again 
unto my necessity. Not because I de- 
sire a gift: but I desire. fruit that may 
abound to your account” (Phil. 4:10, 
14, 16, 17). 

It is the Lord’s will that His work 
and workers should be supported by 
the gifts of His people, and this means 
that someone must always be on the 
receiving end. It is easy enough to 
give to an organization and for an as- 
sociation to receive gifts; but sometimes 
Christians really want to make personal 
gifts, in-a quiet way, and these should 
be received in the same spirit, with 
thanks expressed both to the giver’ and 
to God. 

Commenting on Luke 8:3, where we 
read that women ministered to Christ, 
Matthew Henry says: “It was an in- 
stance of the meanness of that condition 
to which our Saviour humbled Himself 
that He needed. it, and of His great 
humility and condescension that He ac- 
cepted it. Though He was rich, yet for 
our sakes He became poor, and lived 
upon alms. Let none say that they 
scorn to be beholden to the charity of 
their neighbours, when Providence has 
brought them into straits; but let them 
ask and be thankful for it as a favour. 
Christ would rather be beholden to 
His known friends for a‘maintenance 
for Himself and His disciples than be 
burdensome to strangers in the cities 
and villages whither. He came _ to 
preach.” 


. 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 14 


Evangelism Through Recreation 
(1 Cor. 3:5-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OST people like, recreation. The 

form that they enjoy may differ 
with their age or disposition, but recre- 
ation can bring to all a refreshment of 
strength or spirits, or both, after toil 
or strain, affording diversion from work 
or study. However, when play of any 
sort is indulged in to excess, it ceases 
to be recreation and becomes “wreck- 
reation,” exhausting one’s. strength 
instead of refreshing, and gaining pos- 
session of and dominating attention and 
spirit, rather than refreshing and re- 
building them. 

Just so, recreation in a young peo- 
ple’s group, or Christian Endeavor 
Society, can be a means toward achiev- 
ing the purposes of any Christian young 
people’s group, or it may become a 


definite hindrance in reaching its goals. 
Do you recall the four principles that 
Dr. Francis E. Clark said should char- 
acterize every Christian Endeavor So- 
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ciety? They are applicable to every 
Christian young people’s group: 
I. Confession of Christ. 

II. Service for Christ. : 

III. Loyalty to Christ’s church. 

IV. Fellowship with Christ’s people. 

It should be profitable, then, for each 
of us to examine the recreational pro- 
gram now in use in our particular 
group, or planned for the future, and 
frankly and honestly ask ourselves, 
“How does our recreational program 
further the purposes for which our 
group exists?” Discuss this question 
freely in the meeting. 

ye 

Here are some other questions that 
may merit discussion: 

Do we make our invitations to others 
to attend our recreational activities a 
matter of prayer that God may use 
them to win these visitors for Christ, 
or to stimulate their Christian lives? 


ve 


Do we really expect to see God work 
in the lives of our visitors as they see 
Christ exemplified in the wholesome, 
live-wire young people in our group? 

se 

Whether it be a hymn sing, a hike, a 
cook-out, or a picnic, or just a party 
in a home, is the time planned carefully 
for lots of clean, wholesome fun, and 
yet in such a way that there is sufficient 
opportunity for an unhurried service 
at the close, with hearty singing of 
Gospel songs with a Christian message; 
for a few short, earnest testimonies as 
to what Christ means to a young per- 
son, or how He has helped in difficult 
places; and for a brief Bible message? 

an 

When we know that some are present 
who may not have accepted Christ as 
Saviour, do we always give an opportu- 
nity for a decision to accept Christ 
either silently or publicly? 

xe 

Are our members careful not to di- 
vide up into little groups or cliques, 
and thus, intentionally or not, exclude 
visitors or make them feel unwelcome? 


b 4 
“Do we, without fail, give thanks be- 
fore any “eats” are served? It is sur- 
prising how this simple custom will 
afford opportunities to speak a word 
for Christ. 

ye 

In our personal contacts in the rec- 

reation times of our young ‘people’s 
group do our members use natural op- 
portunities to speak a word for Christ, 
or are they fearful of being thought 
“queer,” or “too religious”? We do not 
hesitate to speak glowingly of some 
earthly friend of whom we are fond. 
Should we be ashamed to mention our 
Lord? Let us ask God to provide the 
opportunities and then to speak through 
us. 

ve 

Does our group follow up these rec- 

reational opportunities with definite 
prayer? This heed not be embarrassing 
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to those you are seeking to reach for 
Christ. If they are in the meeting 
where prayer is offered, the reference 
can be merely to those to whom a 
witness was given, that God may con- 
tinue to work in their hearts and bring 
them to an sacceptance of Christ as 
Saviour. 
we 

And what of your own members who 
need teaching in the Word and strength- 
ening in the Christian life? Can your 
recreational program contribute -to their 
progress? Why not use occasional Bi- 
ble quizzes in your good times? A 
panel discussion on some phase of the 
Christian life, or some problems that 
Christian young people must meet, will 
create interest and provide instruction 
if the right panelists are chosen. Con- 
sult your counselor and pastor about 
this, and be sure to include young peo- 
ple in your panel: that you know are 
well instructed in the Word and who 
have a real Christian experience. 

ve 

A testimony time has been mentioned 
earlier as a means of arousing interest 
among those who are not saved. . You 
will find that it will also often stimu- 
late and help Christians. Choose a few 
good starters beforehand, and close be- 
fore the time runs on too long. 


x 


Above all, seek to have your efforts 
to win others for Christ and to stimu- 
late believers through your recreational 
activities follow a natural course. The 
more others see that Christ is very real 
to you and a part of your daily. life, 
even more than any earthly friend, the 
more a hunger will be created in hearts 
to know this One who is so real and so 
helpful in your life. 
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Seventy Reasons for Believing 
(Continued from page 634) 


the redemptive power of Christ the An- 
swer to’ the unanswerable! Men who 


, enter the Colony in the grip of hopeless 


despair come to experience the wonder 
of Christ’s own transforming power and 
grace. 

The high light of Sunday morning’s 
service in the auditorium was reached 
when the roll call was made. Dr. Raws 
invited all those present who had been 
in the Colony in days past, but who had 
personally experienced the saving power 
of Christ and deliverance from the 
blasting power of drink, to make their 
way to the front of the hall. What an 
impressive scene followed! Immedi+ 
ately, these former victims made their 
way to the front, facing the audience, 
middle-aged and old men, and with a 
sprinkling of- younger fellows, eager to 
testify to the wonder of —— own 
power which they had come personally 
to experience. Each man quoted his 
own favorite text of Scripture; the text 
that seemed most impressive of all be- 


ing quoted more than once, “I am not 
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ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” 

With what assurance did those pre- 
cious words ring out from the lips of 
these who had experienced its reality! 
Altogether some seventy men thus bore 
their testimony in this manner. Making 
this doubly effective, those dear to them 
who were present were now invited to 
take their stand by their side. With 
tear-dimmed eyes we saw this host 
more than doubled, as wives with their 
children now came up beside husband 
and daddy. A moving spectacle indeed! 
Surely we magnify the Lord Himself, 
as we review these .up-to-date mir- 
acles of grace! Wonderful indeed was 
it to listen to the glad and confident 
testimony to Christ’s keeping power. 
Here, for instance, was a man well over 
80, who proclaimed his undying grati- 
tude to the Lord, and to the Colony 
where all things for him had become 
new, so that for many, many years now 
it has been his joy to walk in the light 
of the Lord. This phase of the work, 
demonstrated was borne witness to. 
the triumph of grace that keeps from 
day to day, was evidenced in a closing 
Message in song, rendered by William 
Raws, Jr. He sang: 
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When I fear my faith will fail, 
Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, 
He can hold me fast. 


He’ll not let my soul be lost, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, 
e will hold me fast. 

Here the entire basis of all that was 
demonstrated was borne witness to. 
Here, indeed, is hope for the hopeless, 
complete renewal for the helpless and 
broken. Christ is the Answer. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 


Nobody Is ? ? 
By Elva Anne Hull 


LL the way home from church the 
A twins hummed a little tune. 

“Is that a new song you learned this 
morning in Sunday school?” asked 
Mother. 

“Yes,” they smiled together. 

“What are the words, Donnie?” asked 
Father. 

“I can’t tell you,” he answered slyly. 

“Why not?” asked Mother. 

“We're not supposed to tell,” 
Donnie. 

“It’s a secret,” added Mary. 

“A secret! Oh, how nice!” said Mother. 

Father helped little Sally into the 
house. Mother began to get dinner 
ready. 

“We'll set the table for you,” volun- 
teered the twins. 

“That will be nice. 
sooner,” said Mother. 

Donnie hummed his tune. Then he 
counted, “One, two, three, four, five 
plates,” as he set them in their places. 

Mary hummed the tune as she laid 
silverware on the table. “Here, Sally,” 
she said, “you put the napkins around; 
then you can sing our song, too.” 

“La da da da, de da,” sang Donnie as 
he set the glasses around. 


said 


Then we can eat 


“Wash your hands, children. Din- 
ner’s ready,” called Mother. 
“Let Sally ask the blessing,” sug- 


gested Mary. She was thinking of her 
tune. ' 

They bowed their heads while Sally 
prayed, “Thank you, God, for every- 
thing. Amen.” 

“Now what can this be all about?” 
puzzled Father, as: he served. 

“It sounds like a guessing game to 
me,” said Mother. 

“It is,” they cried. “You have to 
guess, by what we do, what words fit 
the tune we are singing.” 





“Let’s see,” said Mother, “you've ‘been’ 


helping me. Even Sally helped, so it 
must be about helping.” 

“That's right!” they chorused. 

After dinner, Father said, “Well, it’s 
time for our Sunday naps. Everyone 
find a bed. I'll tuck you in.” 

At this, Donnie and Mary burst into 
laughter. “The song even fits Daddy,” 
Mary cried. 

After naps, Mother said, “Let’s pick 
up the toys and go for a ride.” 
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The children .were eager to help. 
Plink went Sally’s toys into the box 
Plank went Mary’s and plunk went 
Donnie’s. 

“Can't you give us a hint?” asked 
Father as they drove along. 

“Let’s tell the first word, Donnie,” 
coaxed Mary. 

“O.K. It’s ‘nobody,’” he grinned. 

“*Nobody’?” Mother. frowned. 

“Nobody dum de dum,” sang Mary. 

“And it fits everyone in the family,” 
laughed Donnie. 

“Nobody is—de dum,” tried Mother. 

“That’s close!” they cried excitedly. 

“I have it!” said Father. He sang, 

“Nobody is too young.” 

“Right! But how did you guess it?” 
asked Donnie. 


“Well, if everybody can help, then 
‘nobody is too young,’” Father ex- 
plained. 


“Now sing the rest of the song to us,” 
requested Mother. 
And so they sang: 
“Nobody is too young, 
' Nobody is too old 
To be a loving helper 
Without having to be teld.” 


Watt Lake, Iowa. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Stronger Than the Strong. Edited by 
Anne Hazelton. (China Inland Mission, 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44; 35 
cents.) Annually Mrs. Hazelton edits 
the China Inland Mission’s continuing 
story. Here are interesting reports 
from Malaya, Japan, Laos, Formosa, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, and Thai- 
land; as well as glimpses of the church 
in China, the work of the Christian 
Witness Press, and articles by the gen- 
eral director, the secretary, and the 
treasurer. These are far from dry— 
containing many accounts of conver- 
sions, anecdotes from the eight fields, 
as well as condensed statistics. The 
China Inland Mission Overseas Mission- 
ary Fellowship now has 130 centers of 
resident missionaries, 611: members, and 
their goal is 184 more for 1958. One lay 
helper in China is in touch with 700 
Christians and ministers to their spir- 
itual needs. In the Philippines there 
are now 16 centers where believers are 
worshiping. Gifts from the six home 
countries listed totaled over one million 
dollars. The chapters on the “Christian 
Witness Press” with branches in several 
countries, and on “China—a Church in 
Chains” are of special interest and well 
worth the small price of the book. 
These records and stories will be of in- 
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terest not only to all who have prayed 
for and given to the China Inland Mis- 
sion, but provide illustrative material 
for ministers, Sunday school teachers, 
and other Christian workers. 


Sex and the Bible. By Jack Wyrtzen. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1, paper.) Here is a well- 
written, much-needed discussion of a 
delicate subject in the light of the Bible. 
Jack Wyrtzen has handled it well, keep- 
ing the balance between too much de- 
tail, which may lead to lust, and the 
vagueness that creates misunderstand- 
ing. Jack is a master of the use of 
illustrations, choosing appropriate, up- 
to-date anecdotes from his own experi- 
ence and reading. He quotes shocking 
incidents from newspapers and his large 
correspondence, showing the need for 
his book, and always holds out the hope 
of forgiveness, restoration, and victory 
through Christ. He knows his Bible 
thoroughly, uses it skillfully, so his 
treatise is sprinkled with many pas- 
sages. Referring to “Flee also youth- 
ful lusts” (2 Tim. 2:22), Jack has fifteen 
short chapters on what to flee from. He 
exposes the awful results of sexual sins 
and has a good many “don’ts.” But his 
book doesn’t end on that note, for the 
last four of the twenty-three brief chap- 
ters are on this thought, “Follow after 
Christ,” telling young Christians plainly 
and cheerfully what to do. More than 
once he speaks of a happy marriage as 
the most joyful relationship on this 
earth. This is a book that can safely be 
placed in the hand of any teen-ager and 
should be read by thousands. 


From Mau Mau to Christ. By K. N. 
Phillips. (Africa Inland Mission, 253 
Henry St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y., 75 cents.) 
Mr. -Phillips, missionary of the Africa 
Inland Mission, was asked to evangelize 
in two of the largest Mau Mau detention 
camps, beginning in 1954. He learned of 
the black heart of the movement from 
the prisoners, and yet saw many 
brought from darkness to light, from de- 
feat to victory by the Gospel. He 
quotes the terrible, sevenfold Mati Mau 
oath, which bound men to ruthless, con- 
tinual murder. He gives the testi- 
monies of many whose lives were 
changed. One of the impressive fea- 
tures of this narrative is the author’s 
own personal testimony. In 1952 both 
he and his little daughter had polio, and 
he tells how God gave him and his wife 
peace of mind and how he was finally 
healed and able to carry on the work. 
He weaves the eight chapters around 
the thought of the potter, taking the 
idea from one, Martin Luther, an Afri- 
can, who was a Christian potter and 
drew spiritual lessons from his trade. 
Mr. Phillips was at times in tense, dan- 
gerous situations, but God brought him 
triumphantly through them all. He says 
many things that will bring encourage- 
ment to Christian workers and that 
readers will want to remember. His 
story gives much accurate information 
about the Mau Mau movement, and 
magnifies the power of God in com- 
pletely transforming hard, desperate 
men. ‘ 
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Me and My House. By Walter R. and 
Myrtle M. Williams. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) 
George DeVol from boyhood wanted to 
be a doctor, and he allowed nothing to 
thwart his ambition—not even the early 
death of both his parents, lack of 
money, and poor health. More impor- 
tant, he realized his duty.as a Christian 
to preach the Gospel to those in foreign 
lands. These two factors combined to 
make him an outstanding missionary 
doctor in China, where with his doctor- 
wife, Isabella French DeVol, he labored 
for eighteen years, building, in that 
time, a hospital at Luho, treating the 
sick, and teaching Bible classes. With 
a restrained, yet sympathetic, spirit the 
biographers have presented a clear pic- 
ture of an evangelical Quaker family, 
dedicated to the Lord as well as to their 
work. For not only did Dr. DeVol ac- 
complish much as pastor and physician, 
but he also reared three children who 
are today foreign missionaries. 
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For Family Worship 
» By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


es A Bible — on the International 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


September 8 to 14 


Mon., Sept. 8.—Deut. 25:13-16. 
Just Dealing. 


PraYeR SuccEsTions: “Thou shalt have 
a perfect and just weight, a perfect and 
just measure. shalt thou have: that thy 
days may be lengthened in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 
Righteous people are blest; the wicked 
are cursed. God ties happiness to right- 
eousness, punishment to unrighteous- 
ness. There is even severe judgment 
in connection with unworthy observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Supper (seé 1 Cor. 
11:17-32). Let us not forget the law of 
sowing and reaping is just as much in 
the experience of professing Christians 
as with sinful people (Gal. 6:7, 8). 
Pray for a great sin-revealing ministry 
of the Spirit of God in your church. 


Tues., Sept. 9.—Lev. 25:35-38. 
Respecting the Rights of Others. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Thy brother.” 
God tells us our duty to others in words 
easy to be understood. God commands 
that one respect the rights of others. 
He commands: “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.” The Golden Rule 
accents the same command regarding 
neighborliness. Justice in economic 


life, especially by Christians, should be ° 


rigid and always according to Gospel 
principles. Do you observe the “royal 
law”? (Jas. 2:8.) Pray that God will 


, give His people much love and also a 


keen sense of justice in all their deal- 
ings with others. 


Wed., Sept. 10.—Prov. 11:1-10. 
Integrity. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “The integrity 
of the upright shall guide them: but the 
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perverseness of transgressors shall de- 
stroy them.” Uprightness in dealings 
with others is the bounden duty of all 
Christians should especially observe: 
“Keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 5:22; 3:9; 
2 Tim. 1:3). “The just man walketh in 
his integrity: his children are blessed 
after him” (Prov. 20:7). Pray for Israel, 


Thurs., Sept. 11—Amos 8:4-8. 
Warning Against Dishonesty, 
PraYeR SuccestTions: “The Lord hath 
sworn by the excellency of Jacob, 
Surely I will never forget any of. their 
works. Shall not the land tremble for 
this, and every one mourn that dwelleth 
therein?” Dishonesty produces terrible 
effects. Rome fell morally before she 
collapsed nationally. Dishonesty will 
be the prevalent economic evil in the 
“last days” (2 Tim. 3:2; 2 Pet. 2:14). 
“The love of money is the root of all 
evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). Pray for more 
preaching pertinent to the sins of the 
times in keeping with our Lord’s de- 
nunciations (Luke 12:15). 


Fri., Sept. 12.—Luke 19:1-10. 
Jesus Makes Men Honest. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “And Zacchaeus 
stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have taken any thing 
from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold.” The grace of 
Christ to Zacchaeus made him see his 
sin and turn from it’ immediately. 
Christ did not come to save people from 
a few sins, but from all iniquity. Paul’s 
question: “Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound?” is answered 
with “God forbid”! (Rom. 6:1, 2.) See 
that your manner of life is honest 
among people (1 Pet. 2:12). Pray for 
more and more Christians to walk hon- 
estly toward all people as indicated in 
Philippians 4:8. 


*Sat., Sept. 13.—Jas. 4:1-10. 


Covetousness Causes Strife. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you? 
. .. Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and 
desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye 
fight and war) yet ye have not, because 
ye ask not.” Clashes of covetous peo- 
ple are absolutely. certain. Lusting for 
what belongs to another is the first step 
into strife. Beware of the first sign of 
greediness. The command says “Thow 
shalt not covet.” Pray against every 
form of selfishness in your life and 
service. 


Sun., Sept. 14—Mic. 6:9-15. 
Judgment on Greed. 
Prayer Succestions: “Therefore also 
will I make thee sick in smitingethee, 
in making thee desolate because of thy 
sins.” God is judge of all the earth. 
The judgment of God upon the sin of 
greed is startling, but less than iniq- 
uity deserves. God is a righteous judge. 
Under the Law every transgression and 
disobedience had its swift and righteous 
retribution, but under Gospel sorer pun- 
ishment will fall upon those who go 
against the warnings of the Son of God 
(see Heb. 10:29). Pray for the troubled 
peoples of the world. 





